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P.O. Box 121, 
BALLARAT, VIC. 3350. 
(S Lyons St. South) 


Telephone: (053) 377 121. 


For one hundred vears St. Joseph's Church has stood as a symbol of the 
faith of the Catholic people of Warrmambool. An 1897 publication, 'Same 
of the fruits of Fifty Years', comments that Monsignor O'Dowd undertook 
the completion of the Church inmediately after his appointment as Parish 
Priest in 1886 and that: “It is one of the most complete Churches -in 
the Diocese, its cost being 13,000 pounds”. 


The Church building is itself an act of worship. It is the physical 
embodiment of the spiritual edifice which is the Church of Christ. The 
material building and its contents flow from and are the expression of 
the faith, hope and love of those who erected it and those who frequent 
it. 


I suppose that we all look at particular events from our own perspective. 
My perspective being that of the Bishop of the Diocese, my thoughts turn 
to Bishop Moore, who was Bishop of Ballarat from 1884 to 1904 and had 
been Vicar General before that time to the first Bishop, Bishop O'Connor. 


Bishop Moore left a reputation for being a strong, hard-working leader 
and an active builder. The completion of the Church of St. Joseph at 
Warrnambool would have been a cause of great satisfaction for him. He 
would have known the area well. He is generally credited with over- 
seeing the building of the Presbytery at nearby Koroit, which was built 
on a scale to cater for an episcopal Parish Priest and annual gatherings 
of Bishops. ' 
A Centenary celebration is a celebration of the past and a challenge to 
the present. It is a celebration of faith. We thank God for the 
commitment of the pioneers  - Bishops, Priests, Religious and 
Parishioners. \ At the same time we are challenged to 8 accept 
responsibility for the present and the future. Just as this Church 
building has needed renewal, so too do the Parishioners who use it. 


May the celebration of this Centenary not be a time for resting on our 
laurels, but a time for ee our commitment to and practice of the 


faith of our fathers (and mothers! ) 


Bishop of Ballarat. 


August, 1989 


History is so often lost when it is not recorded, so I am very happy that 
the celebration of the Centenary of St. Joseph’s Church is the catalyst 
for the writing of this Book ‘‘A Century in Bluestone’’. 

As you read you will marvel, as I have done, at the great courage and vi- 
sion of the pioneers — clergy, religious and laity. Many will be amazed 
too at the number and scope of the sodalities, societies and groups past 
and present which are an important addition to the lifeblood of the 
Church — Holy Mass and Sacraments. 

Through the celebration of Masses, the administration of the 
Sacraments and pastoral visitation, outlying churches were served for 
many years by the priests from St. Joseph’s. We are privileged to recall 
these churches and their people. 

I commend the President, Mr. Jack Balkin and the members of the Co- 
ordinating Committee on devising and planning this Book and con- 
gratulate the authors, Denis Melican and Cath Lourey whose writing will 
give us a greater insight into the history of St. Joseph’s Church and the 
spirituality of its people. 

I am confident that you will enjoy reading ‘‘A Century in Bluestone’’. 


Father Patrick Bohan 
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PROLOGUE 

To trace the foundation of the faith in the Western District it is 
necessary to go back to the year 1844. In October of that year, the 
Bishop of Sydney, John Bede Polding, accompanied by Archdeacon 
McEncroe, and Fr. John McEvey travelled on horseback from 
Melbourne, travelling via Geelong and Mt. Elephant. On leaving Robert 
Burke’s Mount Shadwell Station, they crossed the Hopkins River near 
Captain Eddington’s Ballangeich Station arriving in Belfast about 27th 
October. Three Masses were cejebrated at Belfast. The baptism of 14 
children is also recorded in the register, and the first marriage (‘Pioneer 
Catholic’ Victoria by Fr. Walter Ebbsworth). 

They proceeded to visit the district, bringing the Sacraments to the 
scattered population of Belfast and Portland, and returned to Melbourne 
on 13th November, 1844. (History of Church In Australasia, Cardinal 
Moran). 

In 1846 Fr. Walshe, who has the honour of being the first curate in Vic- 
toria, arrived. Although there is no record of his saying Mass, he did 
baptize a number of children. Fr. P.B. Geoghegan, who had been sent 
to Melbourne in 1839 visited the district in 1847 with the intention of 
establishing a mission. Fr. John Kavanagh was subsequently sent and 
resided at Belfast. He moved to Portland in 1848, and in October of that 
year, Fr. M. Stephens replaced him at Belfast. 

In January 1849, a small schooner ‘“‘Shamrock’’ arrived in Melbourne 
from Sydney. Aboard were two priests who were to make an impact on 
the lives of Catholics in Victoria for the next 33 years. Rev. John Fitz- 
patrick was to become Vicar General of the diocese, and Rev. Thomas 
Slattery was to lay the foundation of the ‘Faith’ in the greater area of 
Western Victoria. These two priests are numbered among the Men of 
38’, their deeds most eloquently recorded by John O’Brien in ‘‘Men of 
38’’ and edited by Fathers Linane and Mecham. 


A century is but a breath in time. 


To record that short space in the history of St. Joseph’s it is 
possible to start at the beginning, but one soon finds that the road 
is not a straight one; there are detours and blind alleys, but 
thankfully, a destination has been reached. 


To my wife Cecilia, for her patience and understanding, and to my 
family, for their interest and help, indeed to all who assisted in any 
way, | express my appreciation. 


I hope my contribution wil give pleasure to the parishioners and 
friends of St. Joseph’s. 


Denis Melican. 


A Tribute to Dean Slattery 


Why did Dean Thomas Slattery plan a church of such proportions only 
twenty years after the foundation of Warrmambool? Did he forsee 
growth of such magnitude that would warrant a building of this size. 


Although we can never be certain of his reasons, it would be helpful to 
discuss the migratory, social and commercial trends of the period. 

As we have seen, by 1853 Dean Slattery had become aware that of the 
three ports on the Southern Coast, Warrnambool was outstripping 
Portland and Belfast (Port Fairy) in growth. Hence his decision to move 
to the former. 


Moreover, the Irish situation was already beginning to have an impact 
on the population. The Irish famine, and British obstinancy had seen to 
that. Portland and, to a lesser extent, Belfast were the ports where 
thousands of immigrants, the vast majority Irish Catholic, caught the 
first glimpse of their adopted home. The similarity of the country to the 
Fast of Belfast would not have escaped them. Furthermore, most were 
assisted immigrants who were assigned to employers for a particular 
term and at a fixed wage, and once having fulfilled these conditions, they 
were free to make their own way. 


Others came as tenant farmers for James Atkinson and particularly 
William Rutledge, each of whom had been granted at 1 pound ($2) per 
acre, special surveys; Atkinson — in the Belfast area, and Rutledge — 
east of Atkinsons and known as Farnham Survey, and extending to the 
Merri River. Both these gentleman proved to be benevolent employers, 
giving their tenants seed and implements to work the soil. 
I'he discovery of gold meant an exodus to the diggings, with a resultant 
hortage of farm labour, and by the mid 1850’s this slack was being 
taken up by Catholic Irish immigrants. 
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Unlocking the Land 


The Duffy Land Act of 1862 attempted to provide settlers with land at a 
reasonable price, by breaking up large squatting licences (and surveys). 
Although not entirely successful, due to dummy bidding by some 
unscrupulous squatters, it did go a long way towards allowing small set- 
tlers to purchase land of their own. The Irish benefited by being able to 
move from tenant to freehold farmers. This trend continued and 
although holdings were small, particularly in the nich potato growing 
areas, it did at least give them some control over their destinies. 
Socially and religiously, however, the Irish were still outcasts. They suf- 
fered the twin handicaps of being Irish and Catholic, and although their 
lot was better than that which they endured in their homeland, there 
were still those who regarded them as being suitable only for the most 
menial tasks. “Bog Irish’ was a term used by their overlords at home, 
and ‘Bog Irish’ they were to many of the establishment here. ‘Bog’ they 
were not, ‘Irish’ they were; monuments to the faith of their forebears, 
and resilient in the face of the tyrant 

They had the good fortune to come to the most fertile part of the conti- 
nent and to do what they did best — till the soil, and grow crops, 
potatoes, onions, wheat and oats, when the area around Warrnambool 
was the bread basket of the colony. 

Adjacent was the safe and growing port of Warrnambool with a relatively 
safe and deep water anchorage and a growing trade estimated in 1860 at 
10,000 pounds which by 1880 had increased to 500,000 pounds. 

Dean Slattery’s confidence in the continuing growth of Warrnambool 
was well founded; his second church built in 1857 was by 1867 becoming 
too small, and the first stage of the present St. Joseph’s, completed in 
1872, was by 1885 again too small to accommodate the congregation. 


The Lasting Monument 


It was against this backdrop that Thomas Slattery planned his church 
which would seat 1000 and would prove to be an enduring monument to 
his foresight. These were the ingredients that influenced his thinking, an 
unlimited reservoir of Catholic Irish immigrants coming to a rich and 
potentially productive area, with all the port facilities from which to ex- 
port their produce. 


We read of over 1200 present at a mission conducted by Father Hen- 
nebery in 1881. The church, completed one hundred years ago, was by 
then none too large, and remained so until the formation of parishes to 
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Dean Thomas Slattery: 
Sower of the Seed 


Thomas Slattery 

was born in Limerick, 

Ireland in 1807, 

and received his elementary 
schooling in one of the classical 
schools of his native Limerick. 
He entered Maynooth College, 

and received minor orders in 

1837. He sailed for the Australian 
Mission on the barque ‘‘Cecilia’’ in 
January, 1838, together with six 
priests and one deacon, Edmund 
Mahoney. One of the priests of ’38, James Alipius Goold, was later to 
become the first Bishop of Melbourne. 

Thomas Slattery and Edmund Mahoney were ordained priests, 
presumably by Dr. Polding in St. Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney on July 
26th, 1838, immediately after their arrival in Australia. 


Now You Are Sent Forth.... 

Following his ordination he was selected with Fr. Michael O’ Reilly, to 
be the first resident priests across the Blue Mountains, where they 
made Bathurst their headquarters. From here they made wide and fre- 
quent visitations to far flung missions, some nearly 100 miles from their 
base. 

In 1840 Fr. Slattery was transferred to Windsor as assistant priest to 
Dean Brady. When that Reverend gentleman subsequently became 
Bishop of Perth, Fr. Slattery took charge of Windsor. 


In 1847 he was in Hartley (Lithgow). In that year St. Benedict’s church, 
which he had begun in 1842, was completed after 5 years of building. 
In 1848, with the formation of the See of Melbourne, under Dr. J.A. 
Goold, Father Slattery left Hartley for Sydney. He embarked on the 
schooner ‘‘Shamrock’’ on 30 January, 1848 and arrived in Melbourne on 
7 February, 1849, and was appointed assistant priest at St. Francis. 
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The Western Mission 


In March 1849 Fr. Slattery was sent by Bishop Goold to the Western 
Mission. He arrived in Belfast later the same month and celebrated 
Mass at Tower Hill on 17th March, 1849. 


Fr. Slattery visited the fledgling town of Warrnambool occasionally, and 
celebrated Mass at Chisholm’s Royal Hotel in Merri Street. Toward the 
end of 1849, Fr. Slattery obviously felt that a permanent place of wor- 
ship was needed in Warrnambool. Subsequently a small wooden struc- 
ture was erected on land granted by the Government at the corner of 
Kelp and Timor Streets. This was the first permanent Catholic Church 
in Warrnambool and was to serve the faithful for the next 6 years. 

It is interesting to read a report in the Melbourne ‘Argus’ in January , 
1850 — 


‘‘Last week the Roman Catholic Church at Warrnambool was forcibly 
entered. As soon as the outrage was known, information was forwarded 
to Rev. Mr. Slattery, the itinerant minister between Belfast and Warr- 
nambool, at Belfast, who soon arrived, and being made fully aware of the 
disgraceful proceedings, returned with the view to giving the informa- 
tion to the Belfast authorities, but as the J.P.’s of that town are like 
stray horses, not always to be found when wanted, it is impossible to 
say when enquiry, if any, will be made to bring the perpetrators to 
justice’. ARGUS, Jan. 1850. 


By 1852 it had become clear that Warrnambool was going to be the more 
populous town; consequently in March 1853, Fr. Slattery came to reside 
here, and Fr. William Shinnick replaced him at Belfast. 

With his move to Warrnambool, the territory under his care was 
substantially reduced. Nominally his charge extended far inland, but as 
yet, there was little settlement, except in the immediate neighbourhood 
of Warrnambool, and along the Merri and Hopkins Rivers. It was heavily 
timbered bush and primitive bridle tracks, and his prowess as a 
horseman, learnt in ten years of ministering west of the Blue Mountains, 
held him in good stead. 


By 1855 the population of Warrnambool had reached nearly 1600, and 
the centre of business had moved to another section of the town. Accor- 
dingly, the Vicar General Dr. Fitzpatrick made application for a land 
grant of 2 acres in the new area. This was granted with the proviso that 
a school be erected as soon as possible. This is the site of the present 
parish complex. 
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Father Slattery took immediate steps to build a school, also to be used 
as a chapel. A design was submitted to the Denominational Schools 
Board, which allocated 887 Pounds 10 Shillings ($1775) for the project. 
This grant together with subscriptions of 927 Pounds ($1854) from the 


Parish Education Commences 


Joseph. 


Bishop Goold laid the 


1856 and returned the following year on 
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ensured that the new building could begin 
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5 July to bless the new chapel and dedicate it to the care of St 


foundation stone on 13th April 


public 


Slattery was made dean in 1859 


Fr. 


ALTARBOYS in 1897 


Jim Kierce, Arthur Egan, Arthur Dalton, Chris Humphries (Chief 


Back Row, Left to Right: 
Altarboy), Jack Lee, Basil Roper. 


Front Row, Left to Right: Lee Barry, Charles Humphries, Jack O’Malley, Fred Beeching, Willie 


Allan, Denis O’Driscoll. 
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Side view of St. Joseph’s Church 
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A Magnificent Edifice 


It was becoming apparent by 1867 that the present church was too small 
for the increasing congregation, and Dean Slattery was once more faced 
with the task of building a third church. The foundation stone of the pre- 
sent St. Joseph’s Church was laid by Bishop Goold on 28th February, 
1869. Contractors were Davies & Falconer and the contract price 3,500 
Pounds ($7000). 


By 1868, Warrnambool’s population was 3200, of whom approximately 
800 were Catholic, and the new church only half completed, was none 
too large. In 1869 Fr. N. Bassetto was appointed to the parish to assist 
Dean Slattery. The years of rigorous travelling on horseback in all 
weathers, coupled with poor diet, were probably telling on him. He was 
approaching his 63rd year, and the appointment of a curate must have 
been a Godsend to him. Rev. Fr. Meade succeeded Fr. Bassetto in 
1874, Fr. Hoyne came in 1875 and Fr. Shanahan in 1876. 

It is said that Dean Slattery and Archdeacon P.T. Beamish, the Anglican 
Minister, were in the habit of accompanying each other on their pastoral 
duties, separating only to minister to their respective parishioners. 


He undertook arduous journeys in all kinds of weather to bring solace 
and the comfort of the sacraments to his flock. He had laid the founda- 
tion of the faith in the whole of the Western Mission. He was widely lov- 
ed and respected by all. 

Dean Slattery died on 20th April, 1882 in the 44th year of his priesthood 
and 75th year of his life. He was one of the pioneers of Warrnambool and 
a famed horseman and bushman. He was followed by a large concourse 
of people to his last resting place in the Warrnambool cemetery. 


The Warrnambool Examiner of Tuesday, 2 March, 1869 reported the 
ceremony. The scroll inserted into the foundation stone contained the 
following: — 

‘‘The Right Rev. James Alipius Goold, Bishop of the Diocese of 
Melbourne, blessed and laid the corner stone of this church, dedicated 
to Almighty God, under the invocation of St. Joseph, spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary on 28th February, 1869. Pius IX ruling the Catholic 
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World from the Chair of Peter, Queen Victoria is sitting on the throne of 
Great Britain and Ireland — John Manners Sutton is Governor of the 
Colony of Victoria — In the presence, and with the approval of a large 
crowd of the faithful. 

The Very Rev. Dean Thomas Slattery is in charge of the Parish of Warr- 
nambool. 


May this be a source of happiness and blessing to the Catholic religion 
and to all the faithful dwelling here and aiding in the great work.’’ (EX- 
AMINER). 


His Lordship then walked around the foundation over which a temporary 
platform had been placed, and reaching the North West corner, the 
ceremony of laying the foundation stone was proceeded with. 


Samuel Parker, Esq. Architect (1). 


(1) Samuel Parker came to Warrnambool as Secretary-Engineer of 
the Road Board in 1855. He was first engineer of the Shire when it was 
formed in 1863. There is controversy as to whether he was actual ar- 
chitect of St. Joseph’s or merely superintending architect for William 
Wardell’s design. Plans for St. Joseph’s Church for Dean Thomas Slat- 
tery, and found in a catalogue of W.W. Wardell’s ‘‘Plans of Churches’’ 
in the Mitchell Library Sydney, is included, as is a letter from Dean Slat- 
tery requesting the Vicar General Dean Fitzpatrick to urge Wardell on 
to draw plans for the Church immediately. 

The erection of the blue stone edifice continued to the side doors; this 
portion was completed and blessed by Bishop Goold on 21st April, 1872. 
The Church at this stage was 74 feet long by 48 feet wide. Again the 
Warrnambool Examiner reported — 

‘The roof, which is lofty, is of stained timber, and a large and beautiful 
window over the High Altar is filled in with yellow stained glass. The 
nave is separated from the aisles by 6 hewn blue stone pillars on either 
side supporting arches of cemented stone, and there are rows of elegant 
Gothic windows on each side. Tasmanian freestone has been introduced 
in the framework of the windows with excellent effect. The situation of 
the church will be greatly improved when the work of forming and 
metalling Lava Street, now being carried out by the Borough Council, 
has been completed’’. 


Creation of the Ballarat Diocese 
The Diocese of Ballarat was created in 1874 by which time the dimen- 
sions of parishes had been established. The Warrnambool parish con- 
solidated and remained intact for nearly 90 years. 
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The year 1872 not only marked the opening of the first stage of St. 
Joseph’s Church, it was also the year the Sisters of Mercy came to War- 
rnambool. ‘Wyton’ the former residence of J.M. Ardlie was purchased 
for a girls school at the request of Bishop Goold. The former Church of 
St. Joseph was used solely as a school until the Christian Brothers came 
in 1902. 


FOUNDATION STONE 

The foundation stone of the second stage was laid by Bishop Moore on 
26th September, 1886. At the conclusion of Mass, His Lordship blessed 
and laid the stone. 

In a cavity below were placed a bottle containing coins of the Realm, a 
copy of the Warrnambool Standard and a written document. 


The contractor was John Davies, one of the principals involved in 
building the first stage. The building plans were prepared by Tappin, 
Gilbert and Dennely of Melbourne and superintending architects were 
Jobbins and McLeod of Warrnambool. (1) 

An All Nations Fair was held which raised 1470 Pounds and work began 
on the second stage. This involved completion of the Church from the 
side doors, and the erection of the tower and spire which was envisaged 
in the original design. 

The massive blue stone edifice begun by Dean Slattery 20 years before 
was finally completed on 23rd September, 1889 at a total cost of 13,000 
Pounds ($26,000), an enduring monument to the faith and foresight of 
both pastors and pioneers. 

The Church of St. Joseph is a fine example of ecclesiastical architecture. 
The style belongs to what is known as the ‘‘Decorated period of Gothic 
architecture’’. It combines the chasteness, the elegance and the 
richness of all previous periods, while being free of the elaborately or- 
nate development that characterised later design. 

The building is imposing, having an elevation of 15 metres from floor 
level to apex, a length of 41 metres and a width of 16 metres. The blue 
stone tower standing at the south west corner from which the spire 
rises to a height of 43 metres and is surmounted by an iron cross. Height 
to the top of the cross is 150 feet. 


(1) Jobbins and McLeod. This firm was established in 1858 as 
architects and surveyors. The main office was in Melbourne, with 
George Jobbins in charge. James McLeod was the firm’s 
representative in Warrnambool. 

The original height of the spire was 46 metres. This was shortened ap- 
proximately 3.5 metres after an earthquake in July 1903 had caused con- 
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siderable damage to the upper part. A huge stone was wrenched free, 
and the cross twisted. The cross had to be replaced and the old one lay 
for many years beside the door on the west side of the church and was 
eventually replaced with a gun metal cross. Today, evidence of the 
severity of the shock can be seen in twisted and crooked headstones in 
the Warrnambool cemetery. 

Considering the massive dimensions of the church, one would expect 
the foundations would be deep into the ground; however, architects 
believe that in common with accepted practice, when a building was on 
solid ground, the foundation need be no more than one metre deep. The 
walls would be set on large blue stone blocks only a few centimetres 
wider. 

The main load bearing would be borne by the bluestone pillars and these 
would be set on a substantial concrete and stone base deeper into the 
sandstone. 


A Grand Foundation 


St. Joseph’s is built of timeless bluestone, engendering security. Davies 
(1), one of the contractors, had a bluestone quarry in the region of East 
Warrnambool, beyond Brierly Hospital. Whether this was the source of 
the material or whether it was shipped into Warrnambool as ballast on 
ships, possibly from Tasmania, is uncertain. Tasmanian freestone was 
introduced into the labels of the doors, window jambs, sills and mullions 
during the building of the first section. The last section employed 
Oamaru stone from New Zealand; a lighter coloured stone that weathers 
and darkens with age, so that no difference was discernable after a 
period of time. 

The gables are 50 feet (15 metres) from floor level to apex. The 
southern elevation is the main entrance. Here large double doors are set 
below the large traceried window of yellow glass. A broad flight of stone 
steps leads up to the doors. 


(1) John Davies was born in Carnarvon, Wales, where he learnt the 

trade of stonemason. Coming to Warrnambol in 1853, he was 

involved in erecting some of the more substantial buildings, 

notably St. Joseph’s Church, the Post Office, Anglican Church and 

several banks and portion of the Western Hotel. 

Double doors on both east and west allow free movement. A handsome 

porch with tesselated pavement protects the east side. This has recess- 

ed holy water stoups; doors protect the porch and the church proper. 
21 


The roof is of grey slate, relieved with a diamond pattern carried out in 
imported pink slate. The gables of the church, porch and sacristy are 
surmounted by crosses executed in bluestone. An unusual feature of St. 
Joseph’s is the chimney and fire place built into the sacristy. Many a 
priest returning on horseback or buggy with the chill of the southern 
gales in his bones would have welcomed the friendliness of a roaring fire. 
Internally the simplicity of design is immediately apparent to the visitor. 
Sixteen substantial bluestone pillars, 9 feet high (2.75 metres) rise up- 
ward to support arches of cemented stone. The walls above the arches 
rise another 2.75 metres. A lofty timbered ceiling, beautifully patterned, 
rises from the walls in semi octagonal design over the chancel. The walls 
are punctuated by 10 small windows just below the ceiling line. These 
admit light to the ceiling and break the monotony of the upper walls. 

The roof over the nave is of square, sawn, stained beams, again in semi 
octagonal design to which is fastened tongue and grooved stained pine 
ceiling. 

The aisles, each 12 feet wide (3.5 metres), are similar to the nave ceil- 
ing, but the pitch is considerable, rising some 45 degrees to join the 
main wall high above the pillared arches. On each side of the aisles are 
traceried frosted glass windows. 


St. Joseph’s - Cnr. Kepler/Raglan Parade, Warrnambool 
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NAMES OF WORKMEN AT THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, WARRNAMBOOL — NOVEMBER 11th, 1887 


13. M. O’Shannasy, Plasterer 


14. Plasterer 
15. Plasterers Labourer 


9. Lewis Wooles, Mason 

10. William Thomas, Mason 
11. Chas Kirkpatrick, Apprent. 
12. M. Callaghan, Labourer 


6. Geo Wilkins, Engineer 
7. John Black, Mason 


5. Wm. McLeod, Builder 
8. Geo Smith, Mason 


1. John Nutting, Foreman 


2. John Jolly, Glazier 
3. J.J. Darcy, Mason 


16. Wm. Gillow, Apprent. 


4. M. Fitzwilliam, Apprent. 
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The Sanctuary 


In 1983 major refurbishment was carried out on the Sanctuary. On 
reflection this had begun in some way years before. Around the year 
1968, Monsignor Fiscalini authorised an important alteration to the then 
existing altar, erected in Monsignor Galligan’s time. The table portion of 
the altar was brought forward several metres and the remaining section 
set against the wall was faced with plain but attractive panels. At a later 
date in Monsignor Fiscalini’s time the altar rails were taken away. 


When the decision was made in 1983 to re-design the Sanctuary, the ad- 
visers, sharing expertise over a spectrum of liturgy, colour and furniture 
planning, offered the first suggestion that any re-designing must begin 
with the Assumption window. Monsignor Galligan would never have for- 
seen in the 1950’s that the window erected in honour of Our Lady would 
be the starting point of the 1983 re-planning — hence, in the first place, 
the unifying of the blue carpet matching the blue of the window. The red 
and gold rods together with the blue carpet, had the effect of what the 
chief colour consultant had advised — ’’to bring the beautiful window 
down’’. 


The gold carpet emphasised the ‘‘separateness’’ of the sanctuary area 
of the Church, but the unity of the nave and the sanctuary had to be ex- 
pressed also. So the blue strips of carpet interwoven with the gold 
unites the nave — and therefore the people — with the sanctuary. 


Cardinal Newman once said that Mary’s glories are because of her 
Divine Son. Mary’s Assumption derives its meaning from Christ’s 
Death, Resurrection and Ascension. The Mass is the living memorial of 
this total action and mystery of salvation. The colour strips on the newly 
designed altar would express then the unity between the Sacrifice of the 
Mass and Our Lady’s Assumption. The symbols of altar and window 
were thus united. 


The blue strip of carpet on the eastern side to the baptismal font 
reminds us that the first of the sacraments initiating us into the mystery 
of Christ’s redemption, is Baptism. 


On the western side the blue strip reminds us that the Mass is the 
pledge of eternal salvation. The statues which were retained remind us 
of the Communion of Saints. Not one statue was discarded for another 
reason. There was sensitivity in the planning because of the rich tradi- 
tional faith of Warrnambool Catholics to the Saints, particularly to Our 
Lady. 
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Novena 


Catholics of the older generation can remember with joy — and perhaps 
with a certain nostalgia — the Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour 
that drew such big crowds over a quarter of a century ago. The picture 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour that was painted by a former Warr- 
nambool artist — Sister Margaret Mary Batros — was eventually re- 
erected in a way that enables many people to visit that secion of the 
Church regularly. There was therefore — in the redesigning — a draw- 
ing together of the old and new. 

The replanning could have gone further. In many churches today the 
tabernacle is moved away from the centre. This is not downgrading the 
presence and reservation of Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. Indeed 
in many modern and recently erected churches, there is a special Bless- 
ed Sacrament chapel where people can come and spend their quiet time 
before the tabernacle. At St. Joseph’s we did not go that far. The 
removal of the tabernacle from the exact centre of the wall to the side 
again was more that just a movement. It was to express within the 
limitations of space that for any one particular Mass the tabernacle is not 
essential. The action of Mass 1s 
expressed symbolically in the 
presence of the Chair, the Lectern 
and then the Altar. In the original 
design of the new Sanctuary the 
tabernacle was to be placed in the 
alcove near the western wall, but 
sensitivity to people’s possible 
reaction prevailed, and a 
compromise was happily accepted. 
The parish is grateful to Dr. Paul 
David Ryan for all that he did for 
us then. 


Mr. Whelan, Martin McMahon, Pat Goggin, 
Victor Torrello, ? O’Donnell, Jack Goggin. Ya 
Gang at repairs - St. Joseph’s Church around 1950. 


Give the Lord Glory and Honour 


The Organ Gallery 

The organ gallery occupies the Lava Street end. This has been tastefully 
enriched at the front with a beautifully moulded balustrade. The organ 
pipes are clearly visible from below, and all members of the choir are 
visible to the choir director, the gallery being constructed with section of 
the floor tiered. Access to the loft is gained by a steep flight of stone 
steps, through the tower at the south west corner. 

Thus St. Joseph’s Church stands in all its glory, saying to the stranger, 
“You are not an outcast, for behold I am with you even unto the end of 


time. 


JAMES DOOLEY BENEFACTOR 

(1) James Dooley resided in Warrnambool from earliest times. 
Osburne, in his History of Warrnambool, records that Dooley sought 
and was granted a licence for the Rising Sun Hotel, Merri Street 
Warrnambool, in 1854. He was a member of the Road Board, later 
Shire Councillor and ‘Mine Host’ of the Telegraph Hotel on the 
Wangoom road, on land that is now Parish property. His will 
directed that 10,000 Pounds ($20,000) be used for parish purposes. 
This paid for the organ, Stations of the Cross and wall around the 
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The Organ Gallery 


The Will of the late James Dooley, Warrnambool 

The deceased, the late James Dooley, died on September 16th 1891, 
leaving a will to the value of 13,521 pounds, consisting of 2,960 pounds 
realty and 10,561 pounds personally. After disposing of his house and 
personal effects and one and a half acres of land in Warrnambool, and 
after giving two legacies of 100 pounds each to friends, the testator be- 
queathed 200 pounds to the Venerable Monsignor O’ Dowd of Warrnam- 
bool for Solemn Requiem Mass for the repose of his soul, 50 pounds to 
the Warrnambool Hospital and 200 pounds to the Warrnambool Con- 
vent. The trustees are directed to expend such sum as they deem fit in 
the purchase and erection of a marble altar in St. Joseph’s Roman 
Catholic Church; or, in the purchase of an organ for the Church, to be 
erected to the deceased’s memory. The residue of the estate after the 
expiration of 12 months from the death of the deceased is left for the 
benefit of St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church and the grounds. (The 
Advocate) 


ORGAN FINCHAM & HOBDAY ORGAN 


St. Joseph’s is unique in that it boasts one of the few remaining pipe 
organs of substantial proportions anywhere in Australia. 

Built in 1892 by the then well known organ builders Fincham and Hobday 
of Richmond, Victoria, this magnificent instrument of 2012 pipes was 
heralded as the best in Australia when it was installed in January, 1893. 
It cost 1420 Pounds ($2840) and was financed from a bequest of a 
parishioner, the late James Dooley. (1) 

The 3 manualled console is cased mainly in Tasmanian blackwood and 
Sydney cedar and has 42 stops. When installed it was unique in that all 
working parts were activated pneumatically as opposed to lever and rod 
action of former models. There is approximately 5km. of tubing in the in- 
strument to carry the air needed to operate it. When it was built, air was 
supplied by manually operated bellows, but now an electric motor sup- 
plies the power to build up the air pressure. 

The instrument incorporated unique features. Formerly organs had 
awkward pedals to change registers; this one required only the touch of 
a thumb piston button to lift the tone from delicacy to fullness. The 
pneumatic action also demanded a lighter touch to work the manuals, 
and the sound did not lag when the note was pressed — a common fault 
with older organs. Also air pressure allowed easier control of the swell- 
ing sound. 
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The Warrnambool Standard of the day congratulated the church 
authorities and congregation on having acquired such a magnificent in- 
strument, having only one other outside Melbourne built by the same 
firm. 


After years of constant use, the organ had deteriorated to such an ex- 
tent that only 250 of the 2012 pipes were working. Lead tubing had 
become soft and misshapen and the bellows had developed cracks and 
were no longer pumping sufficient air. Fortunately, assistant priest Fr. 
Kevin O’Brien was interested enough in the beautiful organ to do 
something about it. In 1975 under the enthusiastic direction of Miss Eva 
Gaspar, together with the late Joe Chow and Dr. Les Hemingway, he 
set about restoring the beautiful instrument. 


Working days and nights they tackled a professional job with all the 
dedication of determined amateurs, and gradually restored it to its 
former glory. They replaced lead tubing with plastic pipes, leaks were 
repaired in the bellows and badly deteriorated felt on the valves was 
renewed. The organ was restored to its original pneumatic action with 
the addition of a balanced swell pedal action. Revoicing, regulating and 
tuning was skilfully carried out by Mr. Leighton Turner of Ballarat. The 
Blessing and Dedication of the restored organ was held on November 
14th, 1977. 

After two and a half years the task was completed. The parish had been 
quoted $80,000 to completely restore the instrument. They had done it 
for $5,000. The parish is forever grateful to them. 

Bequest 

The late Miss Gaspar left a large sum of money to the Church for repair 
and upkeep of the organ. This allows for regular servicing and 
maintenance to the organ. 


STAINED GLASS WINDOW — THE CROWNING GLORY 


The beautiful stained glass windows representing the Assumption of 
Our Blessed Lady are indeed the crowning glory of Monsignor Eugene 
Galligan’s refurbishment of St. Joseph’s church. Its magnificent 
brilliance has captivated parishioners and visitors alike, since it was in- 
stalled in 1954. 

This window, together with the four smaller windows in the chancel, are 
memorial windows bequeathed by the late James Kelly, his sisters, 
brothers and parents. 

But to begin at the beginning. In 1951 Monsignor Galligan returned to 
Ireland for two reasons — firstly to officiate at the wedding of his niece, 
and also to inspect stained glass windows and plan for a suitable one to 
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replace the plain yellow glass window which was above the altar at that 
time. The renewal of the interior of the church was nearing completion 
and he could now turn his attention to the ‘jewel’ of his refurbishment 
plans — a central stained glass window, which would be an expression of 
faith and an enduring monument to the Glory of God. 


Forward Planning 


He took the dimensions of all five sanctuary windows with him, and such 
was his meticulous planning, that all measurements proved to be “spot 
on’. He chose the firm of Earley Studios Ltd. of Dublin to create his 
masterpiece. The name of Earley Ltd had been involved in church 
decoration and stained glass creation for over four generations. He sub- 
mitted his drawings and measurements after having decided on the 
theme of the Assumption for the central window. This indeed was ap- 
propriate, for only two years had elapsed since Pope Pius XII had pro- 
mulgated an article of faith, namely that the Blessed Virgin Mary had 
ascended body and soul into heaven. This in fact was what Catholics had 
believed in since earliest times. 

The four other sanctuary windows he commissioned the Studio to 
design were as follows: 

1. A three light window of the nativity. 

2. A three light window of the finding in the Temple. 

3. A two light window of St. Therese and St. Maria Gorretti. 

4. A two light window of St. Patrick and St. Joseph. 


A Touch of Artistry 


The Earley Studio subsequently sent designs to Monsignor Galligan of 
all five windows. There followed a great deal of correspondence; 
Earley’s sending a certain design, and Monsignor Galligan suggesting 
modifications — one can imagine the difficulty he must have experienced 
when dealing with the firm from a distance of 15,000 km. The cor- 
respondence generously placed at the writer’s disposal by Fr. Patrick 
Bohan, gives an insight into the rare artistic qualities of Eugene Galligan. 
He visualised, he told Leo Earley, ‘‘a window with a warm glow, with 
delicate figures, artistic colour schemes’’, and one which would radiate 
‘‘The splendour of the Assumption’’. 
He preferred the feet of Our Lady draped rather than prominent as in 
the design; their prominence, he felt ‘suggested somewhat unusual 
height’. 
For the smaller windows too, he suggested, changes. St. Patrick’s 
beard was ‘a shade too long’ and gave the face a ‘rather gaunt look’. 
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The window representing the finding in the temple raised doubts in his 
mind as to whether ‘the subject could be done justice’ because the 
mullions in the window space he believed, broke up the scene to such an 
extent that it would be very difficult ‘to capture the surprised look on the 
faces of the doctors mentioned in the scriptures’. 

In May of 1953, Monsignor ‘Galligan received the final sketches for all 
five windows. Their quality and design pleased him immensely. In par- 
ticular, the soft expression of the faces in each scene gave him great 
satisfaction, for he had envisaged from the beginning that all the win- 
dows in St. Joseph’s would eventually be stained glass, and desired 
uniformity of expression in them all. 


Altarboys Picnic - 

on road to Yambuk Lake 
“The Shepperd’s Grave”’ 
Around 1950 


The Arrival 


The windows were shipped to Melbourne, arriving on the ‘Blyth 
Trader’ on 29th July, 1954 and were transhipped to Warrnambool and 
installed in St. Joseph’s by mid-August. The installation heralded the 
end of the alterations to the interior of the church. The sanctuary took 
on a whole new appearance but the focal point after the tabernacle is still 
the radiant stained glass window of the Assumption above. 

The three light window depicting Christ in the House of Martha and 
Mary outside the sanctuary was commissioned by Monsignor Galligan 
also. The window was to ‘act as a guide to people who may wish to pre- 
sent one to the church’. However, he died before it was finished and it 
was left to Monsignor O’Connell to complete details and arrange for the 
shipment and installation. This was completed in 1961, and is a memorial 
to the late Monsignor Galligan. 

Eugene Galligan did not live to see his dream of stained glass in every 
window of St. Joseph’s, but one would hope that the spirit and generosi- 
ty of past generations of Catholics lives on. If that is the case, then who 
knows it may not long remain a dream... 
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STATIONS OF THE CROSS 


When the Church was completed in 1889, there were no Stations of the 
Cross such as we now have. It is believed that during the period, 1872 
to 1889, when the Church was completed, small painted stations adorn- 
ed the walls. 

A bequest from the late James Dooley for church purposes, allowed an 
expenditure to be made to purchase permanent stations befitting a 
church of such size and appearance. 

In 1896 Parish Priest Monsignor John O’ Dowd commissioned a firm in 
Europe to make.the present magnificent set. Created in life-like figures 
and beautifully coloured, they were brought back to Australia by Bishop 
James Moore on his return from his Ad Limina visit to Rome in 1898, 
and installed in St. Joseph’s. 

Exquisitely beautiful with a polished hardwood border, they have cap- 
tivated parishioner and visitors for over ninety years. 
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Altar1, St. Joseph’s 
Church, Warrnambool 
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Altar 2, St. Joseph’s 
Church, Warrnambool 
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Altar 3, 
St. Joseph’s Church, Warrnambool 
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Altar 4, St. Joseph’s Church, Warrnambool 


Hi: 
Altar 5, St. Joseph’s Church, Warrnambool 
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THE ALL EMBRACING WALL 

The appearance of St. Joseph’s Church was enhanced by the erection of 
a bluestone wall completed in 1892. The cost was financed from the 
Dooley bequest. 

The design of the wall is in harmony with the character and appearance 
of the Church and Is, as it should be, an expression of permanency and 
security to the visitor. 

The architects were Ross and Jackson and the contractors Wooles and 
Carpenter, who employed local skilled tradesmen. Amongst them were 
parishioners, such as Peter Laurence Kavanagh, grandfather of the 
Koroit Street Kavanagh’s. 

The frontages to Lava and Kepler Streets and Raglan Parade were built 
of Malmsbury bluestone, while the wall along the north-south boundary 
is of sandstone. 

In front of the Lava Street entrance, the fence is of cast iron railings of 
Gothic design; formally large gates gave an imposing appearance, 
together with smaller pedestrian gates on each side of massive iron 
posts. Sadly, the gates are no longer to be seen and it is only left to the 
mind to imagine the imposing appearance they would have lent to the 
main entrance. 

The bluestone wall extends from the iron railings to the intersection of 
Lava and Kepler Streets and is broken into four bays with projecting 
pilasters, terminating with massive piers, which have fine axed coping, 
projecting base and margin. 

The wall is similar along Kepler Street, with the exception of the top, 
which has a castellated coping, and adds greatly to the appearance. The 
wall is broken with the construction of an iron gate at the entrance to the 
presbytery. The posts on either side are ornamented and panelled down 
the front. The wall turns to Raglan Parade, again with massive stone 
pillars at the intersection; here the wall is surmounted with a coping of 
rock with natural uneven surface and fine axed face. 

This is the main traffic entrance and exit. Here as with the Lava Street 
entrance, gates were designed, this time of wood construction. 
However, these also have long since gone and the open entrance is bet- 
ween two substantial bluestone pillars each 2.1 metres above ground 
level and 45cm. square. Each post is of ornamental design, having a 
cross neatly picked out at the centre of the top portion with a moulded 
rope design running around. 


The wall continues to the western boundary and here there is also an 
open gateway with pillars similar in design to the previous ones. This 
enclosure is now a parking area, which allows the traffic to clear the 
grounds onto Raglan Parade. 
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THE LIVERY 


This was the horse enclosure and stables. Built in 1892 to replace 
wooden ones these sandstone buildings were slate roofed, and were 
reported to be the ‘most complete stables in Warrnambool’. They con- 
sisted of five loose boxes with managers and hay loft. The floor was pit- 
ched in bluestone and channell drained. Adjacent to the stables were the 
groom’s quarters, store rooms for harness and a spacious coach house. 


This was the era of the ‘horse and buggy’ and care and attention to the 
‘horse power’ was essential. Priests had long distances to travel 
ministering to the sick and bringing the comfort of the sacraments to the 
dying, over poorly made roads or no roads at all, in every kind of 
weather. 

The stables are now the garages and storerooms and the coach house 
and harness rooms are gone. The advent of motor cars early this cen- 
tury supplanted the horse and buggy. The first priest to become 
‘mechanised’ was the late Father E. Galligan, who had purchased a 1918 
Douglas Motorbike. John O’Brien observed, ‘‘While scorching up the 
road belike, with singing gears alive, the curate on his motorbike hits up 
his forty five. 

The horse had served them well, through fire and flood they had dutifully 
carried and transported priests around the parish for 60 years to 
minister their flock, gone but not forgotten, or, as John O’Brien put it, 
‘You couldn’t see your hand infront, it was raining pitchforks too. The 
doctor jibbed, to put it blunt, but Father Pat went through. 


Altar Boys 
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St. Joseph’s Presbyteries 

The second presbytery, the first on the present site, was built in 1866. 
Tenders for this building were called in September 1858 by Samuel 
Parker, the architect of the present church. The tenderers for this were 
advised that plans and specifications could be seen on application to Mr. 
Hyland at the Road Board Office, and the tenders would be opened in 
the presence of the contractors on Monday 4th September at 3 p.m. 
The foundation stone was laid by Bishop Goold for Dean Slattery. This 
site was more central to the business district. Monsignor O’ Dowd add- 
ed to the original building in 1886. 


The old presbytery was demolished in 1916 to make way for a new two 
storey building (the present one). The new presbytery was designed by 
A.H. Futsch. The foundation stone was laid by Bishop Carr on March 
5th 1916. The new building was built using local stone. 

On Sunday 1st October 1916, the ceremony of blessing and opening of 
the new presbytery was performed by His Lordship Dr. Foley. There 
was additional interest lent to the occasion with this being the first visit 
to our part of the Diocese, since his appointment as Bishop of Ballarat. 
His Lordship was assisted by the very Reverend Father Marshall and 
Father McAuley. 


VIEW FROM TOP OF THE TOWER OF ST. JOSEPH’S 

‘‘A number of ladies and gentlemen, at the invitation of Mr. John 
Davies, the contractor for the completion of St. Joseph’s Church, avail- 
ed themselves of the opportunity of viewing the town and surroundings 
from the top of the tower of the building. The masonry of the tower has 
just been completed to the point where the spire commences. This is 
about 40 feet above the ground level and, as may be imagined, affords a 
splendid vantage point for obtaining an extensive view. However, as it 
was necessary to scale a perpendicular ladder 70 feet high before it 
could be reached, the view was not enjoyed by very many until yester- 
day, when provision was made for hoisting the visitors safely and com- 
fortably to the top. A chair with two seats and the necessary gearing 
were provided, and the superintending architect, Mr. McLeod and Mr.. 
Notting, the foreman of the works, having made a trial trip to the top, 
the apparatus was pronounced safe and strong. A large number were 
hoisted to the top during the afternoon, the power being supplied by the 
engine used on the works. The visitors were all delighted with the ex- 
perience. The splendid architecture of the building and the excellent 
workmanship which it displays were much admired. The building of the 
spire, which is to be constructed of Oamuru stone, and which will be 
about 70 feet in height, will now be commenced, and it 1s expected that 
the building will be completely finished in less than two months. After 
the inspection there was a gathering during which the health of the con- 
tractor and success to the works was cordially drunk.’’ (The Standard, 


February 16th, 1888). 
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THE EARTHQUAKE 

In April, 1903, there was an earthquake in Warrnambool and a second 
one in July of the same year, when, according to witnesses the steeple 
swayed to and fro and threatened to collapse. The whole of the upper 
portion of the steeple received a twist and a slight ridge appeared around 
it, approximately twenty feet (or six metres) downwards from the top. 
When the structure was examined, there was found to be a large piece 
of stone missing. This had been jerked out of the face of the steeple ap- 
proximately 30 feet (or 9 metres) from the summit. This stone, measur- 
ing 15 inches (37.5 cm) had fallen to the ground 12 feet (3.66m) from the 
west side of the church, making a large hole in the earth below. The top 
portion of the spire was rebuilt in May of 1924, using Tasmanian 
firestone. Repairs to the tower and spire have been necessary from time 
to time and these have mostly been done using a stronger stone, mainly 
sandstone. 


MISSION AT ST. JOSEPH’S 

In June 1881 Father Hennebery was preaching a Mission at Warrnam- 
bool. The evening the Mission was brought to an end with the very im- 
posing ceremony of the renewal of Baptism vows, 1200 persons were 
present. Hundreds overflowed into the church grounds, unable to gain 
entry to the church. A very fine and moving spectacle was witnessed 
when everyone held up a lighted candle. (The Advocate, June 1881) 


AT NICHT say vour night prayers, examine 
your conscience, and make an act of contrition, 
say also ‘‘the three Haii Mary’s’’ and little 
praver to Mary as in the morning. 

When in bed, fold vour arms in the form of a 
cross and say to yourseif: I must die; I know 
not when—nor how nor where ; but if I die in 
mortal sin, I ama lost for ever. O Jesus, have 
mercy on mie. 


WHAT EVERY CHRISTIAN MUST KNOW. 


1. There is one God. 

2. In God there are three Persons, the Father 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

3. God the Son, the Second Person was made 
man and died to save us. 

4. God rewards the | in heaven, and 
punishes the wicked in hell—for ever. 


BAPTISM makes us Christians, washes away 

’ the sin in which weare born, and all actual sibs. 
IN PENANCE the sins we commit after 

Bavtism are forgiven. 2 ae =e LD, 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST is the body and 
blood of Jesus Christ under the appearances of 
bread and wine. 

IN CONFIRMATION we receive the Holy 
Ghost, in order to make us strong and perfect 
Christians. 

The other Sacraments are: Extreme Unction, 
Holy Orders, and Matriwony. 


‘‘He that shall persevere to the end, he shall THE MISSION. | 
be saved.""—A/all. xxiv. 15. : Given by the Redemptorist Fathers : 
4. PRAGER, PRINTER, BALLARAT. Parish of Warrnam).ool. | 
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Learn Your Prayers. 
« The “ Our Father,” “ Hail Mary." “I believe.” the , 
Oommandments of God and of the Charch, the Act 


of Contnition. , 
Act of Faith.—M, God.I believe in Thee, and all | 

Thy Charch doth teach, becnave Thou hast said it 

and Thy word is true. ' 
Act of Hope —iv God. I hope in Thee. for grace 

and for glory. because of Thy promises, hy mercy, d 

and Thy power 4. 
Aot of Charity.—My God, because Thon art so . 4 

good I love Thee witb all my heart, and for Thy j 

sake I love my neighbour as myself. : . ; 


Baptism makes us Christians, and washes away 
the sin in which we are born. 

Confession forgives the sins we commit after 
Baptiem. 
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ans. 
The other sucraments are: Extreme Unction, 
Moly Orders, and Matrimony. 


DEAR CHILD 


Learn the Sacraments. : | 
| 


. Keep away from bad companions—eay ‘your £ 
prayers weill—go often Holy Communion and — 
Heaven will be sours. ’ aX 


nl 
or) 


I WILL KEEP THE PROMISES 
MADE DURING THE MISSION. ! & 

1. Never, never to commit a mortal sin. : 
2. If I ever have the misfortune to commit 
@ mortal sin, I will make an Act of Cone 
trition at once, and go to Confession ag 


soon as I can 2 WARRNAMBOOL, 
Sign your name [| adel ds ALAN MAY, 1889. 
Db RARITY 
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Repairs and Restoration of St. Joseph’s 
From time to time St. Joseph’s has undergone repairs and renovations. 
The building was completed only fourteen years when the earthquake of 
1903 caused considerable damage to the upper part of the steeple. This 
necessitated the removal of the iron cross, and the shortening of the 
spire by about 3.5 metres. The steeple remained without a cross until 
1924 when a new metal one was erected. 
Although many changes occurred to the surrounds and the interior of 
the Church during the 1950’s, the exterior remained substantially as 
before. 
It was becoming apparent by 1960 that deterioration of the stonework 
would have to be arrested. Consequently, in 1961 Monsignor O’ Connell 
sought expert advice from Mr. Cyril C. Kelly, an eminent architect of 
Melbourne. 
An inspection was made of the church in November, 1961, and Mr. Kel- 
ly sent his report to Monsignor on 13th December. In it he made his 
evaluation of the outward condition of St. Joseph’s. The bluestone, he 
reported, was softer than the basalt of Footscray or Lethbridge, was in 
reasonably good repair and needed only replacement of some broken 
copings. 
The tower and spire, he reported, were in need of restoration. He found 
that the softer sandstone was badly weather affected. Windows, 
reveals, and mouldings facing the elements were badly worn and, in 
some cases, completely worn away. The louvre mullions in the tower 
were badly worn and, if allowed to continue, would place the safety of 
the slabs in jeopardy. 
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The spire was approaching an ‘unsafe’ condition with stone missing ap- 
proximately two thirds up. The cross, he observed, was not in the cen- 
tre of the spire and the lightning conductor has disappeared altogether, 
rendering the 70 metres of it above the ground useless. 

An internal inspection revealed that water leaking in through broken 
louvres had caused damage to the upper floor below the tower, and was 
in danger of causing irreversible damage to the organ and motor 
mechanism. Mr. Kelly listed the following work he considered should be 
carried out, and available options: 

1. Scaffolding would be needed. 2. Reconstructing the affected areas in 
the tower. 3. Possibility of having to entirely rebuild the upper portion of 
the spire. 4. Neccessity of re-instituting the lightning conductor. 5. That 
the spire be removed entirely and the tower finished in some other 
form. 6. The total cost (1961) would be considerable. 7. Any patching up 
of the stonework would, in Mr. Kelly’s opinion, be a waste. 
Monsignor O’Connell considered the work suggested by Mr. Kelly and 
called for quotations. A price of 9,760 pounds ($19,520) was submitted. 
This figure was considered too high, and although asked for, a revised 
quotation was not submitted and the work was shelved. 

In 1973, Monsignor Fiscalini sought a quotation for the restoration of the 
tower and spire. In the intervening 12 years, this had risen to $98,150, 
but because of the costs associated with the setting up of the new East 
Warrnambool parish and the building of the new school at this time, the 
project was again deferred. 

By 1985, the condition of the buildings within the Church complex was 
such that maintenance could no longer be put off, and Father Bohan 
commissioned the consultant to the Melbourne and Ballarat diocese 
building commissions, Mr. Robert Allwood, to give a professional report 
on these buildings. Father received his report early in 1986 which con- 
firmed the deteriorating condition of most buildings. 

Mr. Allwood’s report was comprehensive, and advised that because of 
the dangerous condition of the tower and steeple, restoration should 
begin as soon as possible on this section. 

To assist him in coming to a decision, Father Bohan, in February 1986, 
appointed a parish maintenance committee, with Russell Anderson as 
Chairman. 

The committee lost no time in attending to their duties and decided the 
first priority was the restoration of the tower and steeple. 

Tenders were called for and 3 (three) were received. These were con- 
sidered by the committee, who decided that Guspan Historical Buildings 
with price of $166,200 would perform the work. They also accepted a 
tender of $60 per square metre for bluestone tuck pointing. 


40 


The contract called for the erection of scaffolding to encompass the en- 
tire tower and spire to a height of approximately 48 metres, the calling 
of tenders resulted in 3 (three) being received. The successful firm was 
Big Ben with price of $24,486 for erection and dismantling, and a weekly 
hire of $970. The erection of the scaffolding was a formidable task, tak- 
ing 3 (three) months and was completed on 12th September, 1986. 
The restoration of the spire required extensive work. The last metre 
was removed entirely and replaced with white Godsford Stone. 
Below this, for a distance of 3 (three) metres the spire was solid stone at 
this point 2 (two) steel plates are affixed, one to the top section and one 
to the bottom section. These are bolted together. 
Work continued down the spire, and involved cutting out the decompos- 
ed pieces (some 25% of the surface area) to a depth of 15cm, filling the 
crevices so formed with bitumen, and refitting accurately sized replace- 
ment stone. Some 123 pieces were used to renovate the entire steeple. 
As work progressed from the top, the surface was cleaned and scaf- 
folding removed progressively as the sections were completed. 
Che tower ventilators were the next to be renewed.. Four double win- 
dows in the tower with each window holding 11 (eleven) slate louvres 
had deteriorated badly due to weather damage. The restoration re- 
quired new bluestone louvres to replace the worn slate ones, the pivotal 
tones in the traceries were reviewed as were sections of the sills, 
mullions and reveals. 
I'inally, the scaffolding was completely removed and restoration of the 
tower and spire too, was complete to again be a beacon - the finger of 
God pointing to Heaven. 
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Restoration work 1989. 
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The next stage of restoration was the windows. Guspan again being the 
successful tender, with a price of $79,000. The work involved the 
restoration of all sills, mullions, reveals and tracery and replacing stone 
where necessary. 

Lead-lighting in the windows was renewed as required. The successful 
contractor was T. & C. Williams. 

The roof was the next task to which the committee turned its attention. 
This was in a particularly bad state of repair. The grey slates had 
deteriorated badly, the nails securing them to the batten had corroded to 
such an extent that in some sections only the weight on one slate and 
another was holding the roof in place. 

A tender of $79,000 from Roof Service Company was accepted for the 
contract. Work began from the Lava Street end. Sections were remov- 
ed, new grey slate was used on the entire roof, the pink slate was reus- 
ed where possible and replaced where required. All slate was affixed to 
new small battens fostered through to the original ones which had been 
covered with waterproof aluminium sheeting. 

The striking diamond pattern was retained on the roof proper and this 
adds greatly to it’s appearance. 

The roof above the side aisles has been similarly treated, but because 
new pink slate was not available, no pattern was employed on these sec- 
tions. The result is a highlighting of the beautiful pattern on the main 
roof. 

All new stainless steell ventilated ridging was used to replace galvanized 
ridging which was badly rusted. Downpipes were renewed as required. 
The lightning conductor was reinstituted from below ground level to the 
top of the cross in 45cm copper ribbon. All plumbing was carried out by 
C.W. Crichton and Son. 


Fr. Pat Bohan, Fr. Barry Stickland, 
Sister Adalbert, Pastoral Visitor 1989 Fr. Tom Kiniry - Priests at Warrnambool 1989 
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The exterior of St. Joseph’s has now been restored at a cost in excess of 
$500,000. It is fitting that the bluestone church completed 100 years 
ago has in 1989 been restored to the grandeur of its former years, stan- 
ding as silent testimony to the faith and foresight of all who have gone 


before us, and a challenge to us to ensure that the sacrifices they made 
will not have been made in vain. 


ST. JOSEPH’S CENTENARY 
COMMITTE 1989 


Left to right: Russel Anderson, 

Fr. Pat Bohan, Denis Melican, Jim Leahy, 
Jack Balkin (President), Beverly Melican, 
Josie Balkin. 

Insert Cath Lourey (Secretary) 


MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE 1989 


Left to right: Ray Primmer, Arthur Thompson, 
Brian Callaghan, Peter Lynch, Fr. Pat Bohan, Russell 
Anderson, John Van de Camp. _ Insert: Jack Balkin 


Fr. Barry Ryan 


= 


First Ordination in Warrnambool, 21st July, 1965, Father Barry Ryan. 
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Outlying Churches 


Australian Catholics are familiar with the practice of bination — priests 
saying two masses on Sunday — or even trination — priests saying 
three masses. 

We recall in the Warrnambool Parish some of the binations that did take 
place: 

Warrnambool — Nirranda 

Dennington — Winslow 

St. Pius’ — Allansford 

Purnim — Woodford 

These churches and their people are part of our Centenary. 


The Fathers of the Second Vatican Council stressed the importance of 
the Liturgy relative to the other activity in the Church. 

In the decree on the sacred liturgy we read ‘‘the liturgy is the summit 
towards which the activity of the church is directed. At the same time it 
is the fount from which all her power flows. For the object of apostolic 
works is that all who are made sons of God by faith and baptism should 
come together to praise God in the midst of the Church to take part in 
the sacrifice and to eat the Lord’s Supper’’. 

Many ‘‘apostolic works’’ have flourished at St. Joseph’s. We recall 
some of them. 


St. John’s Church, Nirranda 

Nirranda was formerly the most easterly parish attached to Warrnam- 
bool. Since 1958 it has been part of Timboon. 

The first church was built by Dean Thomas Slattery in 1874. This was a 
weatherboard structure and served for 85 years. 

In the early days Mass was celebrated fortnightly. The priest would ar- 
rive on Saturday evening, stay overnight, usually at the Hickey home. 
Confessions would be heard before Mass, perhaps a baby would be bap- 
tised, and the priest, after a substantial Sunday dinner, would return to 
Warrnambool. 

The present imposing building was blessed and opened by Bishop James 
O’Collins in 1959. The cost was 26,000 pounds ($52,000). 

Pioneering names associated with the Nirranda parish include Hickey, 
Delaney, Carty, Goonan, Murnane, Duck, Hayden, Beattie, McEntee, 
Byron, Crann, Bradley and Lawlor. 

The present parish priest is Fr. P. Claridge. 
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St. Mary’s Church Woodford 

The earliest record of Mass at Woodford was in 1856. It was held in the 
Catholic School which was a weatherboard building — costing 126 
pounds. Head Teacher from 1892 until 1903 was Mr. A.F. Roper. 

In the early part of the twentieth century a new church and school were 
built. They still stand, but neither is used by the church. 

The church is Gothic and composed of sandstone and reinforced ce- 
ment. The foundations go down to a depth of nine feet. An elaborate 
system of underground drainage has been provided. 

The first mass was celebrated on March 11th, 1911. There was a very 
large attendance of both Catholics and Protestants from Woodford, War- 
rnambool and surrounding districts. “‘Haydn Imperial Mass’’ was sung 
by St. Joseph’s Choir under the baton of Mr. A. Roper. 

Mass was celebrated by Fr. Macauley and the sermon was preached by 
the Right Rev. D. Higgins, Bishop of Ballarat. The cost of the building 
was 2,300 pounds and the land cost 200 pounds. The amount in hand 
was 1500 pounds — amount collected at Mass 415 pounds 12 shillings 
and 1 penny. 

There were 20 members in the St. Joseph’s choir, including Miss Meg 
Roper, Misses Doyle, Nina Humphries, Millie Day and Eily Rock. 
Tenor solos were sung by Mr. George Ashby and Mr. George O’ Grady; 
bass by Mr. W.H. Hawkins and Mr. W. Callaghan. Also assisting were 
Miss Ruth O’Grady, Miss Olly Humphries, Miss Kath Rock, Miss Doris 
Henessey and Miss W. Day. 

Present at the luncheon in the Mechanics Hall were the Hon. Walter 
Manifold, M.L.A.; Mr. W.Ardlie; the Shire President, Mr. O’Keefe 
(presumably not Des!) and the architect, Mr. Jackman. 


Golden Jubilee 
The 50th celebration was held in 1961. Honoured guest was the Rev. 
Bishop Roper, son of Mr. A. Roper. Prior to the evening Mass the 
Bishop requested that your correspondent should take him to see where 
he was born, which was right opposite my road gate. He also wished to 
see the old Tate Homestead, where, as he said, he spent many happy 
days. After a cup of tea and much talk we arrived back for Mass a good 
half hour late, to find the congregation waiting patiently!! I felt quite em- 
barrassed and guilty walking into the very silent and probably angry at- 
mosphere. 
Your correspondent had another very embarrassing moment many 
years before as an altar boy — having put lamp oil in the cruet instead of 
wine! Monsignor Kennelly was the celebrant and not noted for his pa- 
tience and equanimity! The ‘Dean’ as he was affectionally known had a 
brand new Dodge, and was recognised as an almost suicidal driver, not 
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to mention the risk to other drivers and pedestrians. Whilst being towed 
into Warrnambool, his patience ran out at Dooley’s Hill. He allowed his 
car to run past the other, tooting the horn vigorously for the other to 
hurry up! I’m told that he took a car load of priests to Ballarat, but 
strangely enough, all found excuses not to return with him. 


Father Gerry Payne was another character who often celebrated Mass 
at Woodford. During one Mission he gave chewing gum to the altar 
boys. Their delight was soon interrupted when he asked them to hand it 
all back. Whereupon he stuck the chewed gum on the wall behind the 
altar. Next he fixed red reflectors on the ‘chewy’. A spot light on the 
back wall to shine on the reflectors completed the scene. 


St. Carthage’s Church Allansford 


St. Carthage’s Church Allansford gained its beginnings in 1889 when the 
late Pat Coleman, an earth moving contractor donated an acre and a half 
of land to the Catholic Church. 

On the original Certificate of Title the land was transferred on the 25th 
September, 1889. The bishop of Ballarat, The Right Reverend James 
Moore, Monsignor John O’Dowd of St. Joseph’s Warrnambool and 
Michael Burke of Lake Gillear were named the proprietors or trustees 
of the land. 

St. Carthage’s Church was built the following year, 1890, although un- 
fortunately at this stage no record of the builders identity is available. In- 
itially the building did not have the entrance porch. The porch as it is to- 
day was built in the early 1900’s. 


One of our oldest parishioners, Mr. Ed. White says he can remember 
his father telling the story that shortly after the church was built a very 
strong wind dislodged the building from its foundations. A working party 
of local parishioners together with Allansford builder- Mr. George 
Palmer jacked the building back again. Hence the row of now mature 
Cypress trees was planted as a windbreak. In recent years the trees on 
the south side of the church out-lived their usefulness and were cut 
down. 

St. Carthage’s was part of the St. Joseph’s Warrnambool parish until 
1974 when the East Warrnambool parish was established under Fr. Pat 
Downes. Today, as it always has, St. Carthage still has a very strong at- 
tendance at Mass. 

Father John Brosnan went to Mass at Allansford. His father was a 
railway ganger at Cudgee railway station. 
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St. Anne’s Church, Purnim 


Mass was celebrated in Purnim certainly before 1863, in a building that 
probably served also as a school. The Catholic Directory of 1863 
reported that Purnim was served from Warrnambool by Dean Thomas 
Slattery. No other information is available, but mention is made that Mr. 
Ryan was the teacher and the school had 30 pupils, 17 girls and 13 boys. 
In 1885 Father Michael Shanahan extended the chancel, transept and 
altar of St. Ann’s, and this was blessed and opend on 20th September of 
that year. A collection taken up amounted to 140 Pounds ($280). On the 
same day a deputation asked Bishop Moore for a school and promised 70 
Pounds ($140) annually to pay for a teacher. Four months later, on 
January 10th, 1886, the foundation stone of St. Marcellus was laid by 
Father Shanahan. 

The old wooden church served parishioners for more than 75 years, and 
in 1940 the present brick building was erected by Dean Patrick Kennel- 
ly. Bishop Foley blessed and opened the new church on Sunday May 
19th. The contract price was 3,500 Pounds ($7000). The cost of six 
acres of land was 400 Pounds ($800) and in addition, ‘‘several hundreds 
more for furnishings.’’ Total cost was more than 4000 Pounds ($8000), 
of which 3,600 Pounds ($7200) was in hand on the day of the opening. 
Purnim is still an integral part of the parish, now only a few minutes by 
car from Warrnambool, but senior former parishioners such as Bridgy 
McNamara can recall the days when Fathers Galligan and McAuley 
came to say Mass or answer a sick call ‘‘when trouble found our door’’ 
in their beautifully varnished buggies pulled with the clear, easy, sweep- 
ing stride of their magnificent horses. Through rain or storm it mattered 
not, or, as John O’Brien put it.... ‘“He went through in shine or shade, 
so, when the days were fair. And at our simple sports we played, ‘twas 
good to see him there’’. And under troubled, angry skies, when all the 
world went wrong, With aching hearts and misted eyes we watched for 
Currajong. 


St. Columba’s Church Winslow 


Warrnambool Standard, Advertisement, July 16th, 1910... ‘‘Drags will 

leave Malion’s Stables at 9 a.m. on 17th July for official opening and 

blessing of new Roman Catholic Church at Winslow. 

The official opening and blessing of St. Columba’s took place on 17th Ju- 

ly 1910, and was performed by the Most Reverend Dr. Higgins D.D.., 

Bishop of Ballarat. Parish Priest, Reverend Father McAuley, welcomed 

the 200 present. 

St. Joseph’s choir assisted the Winslow choir. The conductor was Mr. 

A.F. Roper and the organ was loaned by J.D. Deany. Soloists were Miss 
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Humphrey, Mr. Ashby, Mr. Dawkins and Mr. Callaghan. Bishop Hig- 
gins in his homily, stressed the importance of making a free and unfet- 
tered gift to Jesus Christ of this church and furniture which cost 750 
Pounds. 

Solicited donations realized 549.70 Pounds. A collection at the opening 
realized 143.40 Pounds, leaving a debt of 57 Pounds. The architect was 
Mr. Tate; Guyett and Sons were the contractors. The official blessing 
and opening was followed by a dinner in the Winslow Hall for 180. 
Caterer was Mr. J. Anderson. 

Building 

The building was of timber construction on cemented stone foundations 
with a galvanised iron roof. The 60’ x 25’ church seated 200. It had a 
coned ceiling rising from 15’ to 19’, diagonally lined and pannelled up 
with intersecting red pine mouldings. The sanctuary measured 25’ x 
13’. A spacious sacristy and porch complemented the building. The 
neatly designed altar rails were supported on turned balusters. There 
were nine large, boldly designed Gothic windows in solid frames with 
centre mullions and transomes and glazed with cathedral glass of pink 
and green amber. 

Above the altar is a lead-light window. The centre depicts a figure of the 
Sacred Heart — ’O cor amoris.’ One of the side lights depicts the host 
and chalice; the other, the crown of thorns and the nails. Adjustable inlet 
vents and cowled chimneys provided the ventilation. 

The Golden Jubilee of the Church was celebrated on July 17th 1960. 
Mass was celebrated by Rt. Reverend Monsignor O’Connell, and a 
celebration dinner was again held in the Winslow Hall. The weather- 
board church was by this time conited. 

St. Columba’s has been in the Dennington Parish since 1965. Rev. 
Father S. Payne was the first Parish Priest. The present Parish Priest is 
Rev. Father J. Russell, who has further enhanced the church with padd- 
ed kneelers, electric heating and a new organ. The interior has been lin- 
ed with plaster sheet. The floor has been sanded and varnished. The 
sanctuary and aisle have been carpeted. 


St. John’s Church, Dennington 


In the event of a Catholic Church and school ever being required at Den- 
nington, Mr. Patrick Noonan bequeathed land for that purpose. Extracts 
from the files of the Land’s Department accompany this history. He 
owned land both east and west of the Tylden — Errard Streets intersec- 
tion. 

In the late 1870’s local Catholic children attended the Dennington state 
school. On Sunday afternoon for some years the Mercy Sisters taught 
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religious instruction in the hall. Holy Mass was celebrated, possibly 
every two weeks at the hall and confessions once a month before Mass. 
Early in 1919 Father E. Galligan suggested to parishioners, Jack 
Kelleher, Johnny Harrington and the Hec Kruger, to bid for an unused, 
quite new hall adjacent to the Allansford Recreation Reserve. The hall 
was subsequently purchased for 250 pounds ($500). 

Mr Long, from Camperdown, hauled the building from Allansford to 
Dennington by traction engine. The building became stuck on the 
Allansford bridge and basalt stonework had to be removed. Along the 
way telephone wires had to be cut and horses bolted in terror. Finally, at 
Dennington, posts had to be removed at the rail crossings and the 
building taken ‘‘across country’’ by the rear of the Shamrock Hotel and, 
after much juggling, finally positioned on the present site. The Denn- 
ington Catholic community’s dream was becoming tangible. 

An extract from historian Father Coghlin states ‘“The new church bless- 
ed by Bishop Foley on 3rd May, 1919, and a school of which the Sisters 
of Mercy were to be in charge was to open shortly.’’ The new church 
was dedicated to the care of St. John the Baptist. 

Dennington became a parish in 1965, with Father Gerald Payne the first 
Parish Priest. Father John Russell is the present Parish Priest. 


St. Pius X West Warrnambool . 

St. Pius X Memorial Church School was blessed and opened by the 
Right Rev. Bishop James O’Collins on the 17th December, 1961. The 
first Curate, operating from St. Joseph’s Presbytery was, as fate should 
have it, Father Patrick Bohan. In subsequent years, Father Frank Mad- 
den (January 1965) and Father Dan Arundell June 1968) were also in 
charge of St. Pius. 

The first Mass was celebrated by the Rev. Monsignor O’Connell on 
Easter Sunday, 22nd April, 1962. Convertible school desks became 
church seats and kneelers, white partitioning folding doors opened to 
provide one large area for Masses and other services. 

The first wedding at St. Pius, between Carmel Willimas and Ian 
Bartlett, took place on the 29th August, 1964. The first Baptism was in 
October, 1968, when Darren, son of Irene and Bob Williams, was 
presented for Baptism. 

On the 19th January, 1970, St. Pius X was declared a parish in its own 
right with Father Patrick Bohan appointed as the first Parish Priest. 


Our Lady Help of Christians, East Warrnambool 

In 1970, under the leadership of Monsignor Leo Fiscalini from St. 
Joseph’s the school at East Warrnambool became a reality. 

The building was blessed and opened on the 18th April, 1971, by the 


49 


Most Reverend J.P. O’Collins, D.D., Bishop of Ballarat and was later to 
become the life-blood of the Catholic community at East Warrnambool. 
When Our Lady Help of Christians Parish was created in January, 1973, 
Father Downes, who resided at St. Joseph’s for a time, began Sunday 
Masses in the Parish School before the new Church was erected. 

In 1975, Our Lady Help of Christians Church was blessed and opened by 
the Most Rev. Ronald A. Mulkearns, Bishop of Ballarat. 


Mary Lawler, Betty Wilson, 
Nellie Delaney Smith, 
Joan Smith Sr. Hugh Good 
Samaritan, Joan Flett, 

Mrs. K. Morris, Mary Rea, 
Kath Melican. a 


Mosignor O’Connell - Bishop O’Collins, St. Ann’s and C.B.C. Pupils 
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Go Spread the Gospel .... 


PARISH PRIESTS 

FATHER MICHAEL SHANAHAN 1882 — 1886 

Father Shanahan, Dean Slattery’s curate, succeeded him as Parish 
Priest, and he, together with his assistant Father T. Moriarty, 
ministered to the Catholics of Warrnambool and district. 

In January 1885, a meeting over which Bishop Moore presided, decided 
to complete the church. John Lee and James Dooley were directed to 
give effect to the decision of the meeting. Consequently promises of 
1254 Pounds ($2908) were received and plans were drawn up for the 
final stage. During Father Shanahan’s administration extensions to the 
church at Purnim were blessed and opened in 1885 by Bishop Moore. 
Father Shanahan was appointed Parish Priest of Hamilton in 1886 and it 
was left to his successor, Archdeacon John O’Dowd, to complete St. 
Joseph’s Church. 


MONSIGNOR JOHN O’DOWD 1886 — 1915 

Monsignor O’Dowd, as well as completing St. Joseph’s, is also 
remembered for securing the services of the Christian Brothers in 1902. 
Monsignor O’Dowd erected a two storey college at the corner of 
Jamieson and Banyan street, which became known as The Monastery, 
and cost 2,500 Pounds ($5000). 

This served as a school and residence until 1912 when the present site 
in Canterbury Road was acquired. 

Monsignor John O’Dowd is remembered as an able administrator and 
educator, and while in Warrnambool he became Vicar General of the 
Ballarat Diocese. He was incapacitated for a prolonged period, and dur- 
ing his absence a curate, Father John McCauley, administered the 
parish. Monsignor O’Dowd died in April, 1915, aged 74 years. He had 
been a priest for 48 years, a man of deep personal devotion, who main- 
tained his habit of daily theological reading up to the time of his death. 
He is buried in the Warrnambool Cemetery. 


MONSIGNOR JOHN FELIX MARSHALL 

1915 — 1929 

Monsignor Marshall succeeded Monsignor O’Dowd as Parish Priest in 
1915. He, like his predecessors, continued the building programme 


51 


begun by Dean Slattery 60 years earlier and his monument in bricks and 
mortar is the imposing two storey Presbytery blessed and opened by 
Bishop Foley in 1916. This building replaced a single storeyed structure 
built in the 1860’s. 


Monsignor Marshall was a caring pastor, renowned for his faith and 
devotion, and for the capable way in which he carried out his duties as 
Vicar General of the diocese. 

He died at the age of 85 years and it can truly be said that ‘he had the 
common touch.’ He was much loved by his parishioners and was follow- 
ed by a large number of people to his resting place in the Warrnambool 
Cemetery. 


MONSIGNOR PATRICK KENNELLY 1929 — 1947 

Patrick Kennelly became Parish Priest on the death of Monsignor Mar- 
shall in 1929. He was born in Ireland in 1868, ordained in 1893, and came 
to Australia the same year. After a series of appointments in the 
diocese, he was placed in charge of Colac, and from there, transferred 
to Warrnambool. 

Monuments to his stewardship were the St. Joseph’s Primary School in 
Lava Street, built in 1935; building a school at Dennington; the church at 
Purnim and extensions to the Nirranda church. 

It was during his tenure that the St. John of God Nursing Community 
was established in Warrnambool. He was a most generous and humble 
priest, and many a traveller down on his luck during the Great Depres- 
sion could testify to that generous and caring nature. 

He was responsible for the introduction of the bus system that carried 
parishioners from Merrivale and South Warrnambool to the 9 a.m. Mass 
each Sunday, before cars were within the financial reach of everyone. 
He was a keen sportsman, and older parishioners will recall his interest 
in sports meetings. The writer vividly remembers his visits to Wangoom 
driving his black Dodge Tourer. 

He was one of the pioneer priests of the diocese. When he died at the 
age of 78 years, he had been a priest for 54 years and had served under 
4 bishops. He was Vicar General at the time of his death, and was 
universally respected and mourned by his parishioners. 


MONSIGNOR EUGENE GALLIGAN 1947 — 1959 
Monsignor Eugene Galligan succeeded Patrick Kennelly as Parish Priest 
in 1947. He was to leave an indelible mark on the parish. 
He began his administration by totally updating the parish complex. He 
was possessed of drive and initiative and in a very short time had 
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transformed the church exterior and surrounds. Overgrown shrubs and 
dilapidated fences gave way to manicured lawns, neat flower beds and 
freshly laid concrete paths. The yard was levelled and asphalted, the 
stables were renovated and the doors fitted. 

In the church itself, the original altar was replaced with one of polished 
Queensland Maple, as were the altar rails. The pulpit, formerly outside 
the rails, was relocated in the sanctuary. The sanctuary itself was 
carpeted. 

New pews of Queensland Maple were installed to replace the original 
ones. These were arranged with the centre aisle as before, but the two 
outside pews were placed against the side wall whereas previously they 
abutted the two centre seats with a rail down part way to divide them. 
Rubber matting was laid in the aisles. Finally the interior was painted the 
present cream colour and new lights fitted. 

The presbytery was also renovated. But the crowning glory of his refur- 
bishment was the beautiful stained glass window over the high altar 
dedicated to the Assumption of Our Blessed Virgin Mary as previously 
mentioned. The doctrine of the Assumption was defined as an article of 
faith by Pope Pius X11 a few years before in 1950. 

Monsignor Galligan was not only concerned for the appearances. He 
was vitally interested in the spiritual welfare of his flock. He was con- 
cerned with the education of the youth of the parish and the quality of 
the buildings. He presided over the erection of new classrooms at St. 
Joseph’s Canterbury Road costing 70,000 Pounds ($140,000). 

He had the vision to recognise the need in future years to establish new 
parishes and consequently purchased land in West Warrnambool for that 
purpose. 

To finance these improvements, he initiated ‘Flower Shows’ as a way of 
raising money. The parish was divided in sections and a series of fund 
raising efforts was begun throughout the year, culminating in a flower 
show in September. These efforts raised up to 15,000 Pounds ($30,000) 
annually; possibly the equivalent of $150,000 in today’s value. 
Monsignor Galligan died in 1959. He is remembered as a wise ad- 
ministrator and dedicated pastor. 


MONSIGNOR O’CONNELL 1959 — 1968 

Monsignor Daniel O’Connell became parish priest on the death of 
Eugene Galligan. He had become curate under Monsignors Marshall and 
Kennelly some years before. 

The planned giving scheme was initiated under his administration as a 
means of financing parish and educational costs. 

Monsignor O’Connell, like his predecessors, was vitally concerned with 
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the spiritual as well as the temporal needs of the parish. 

He foresaw the need for a future parish in East Warrnambool and in 
1960 purchased land in Selby Road, which is now the site of Our Lady 
Help of Christians parish community. 

In 1961 he built a primary school on the Bates Estate in West Warrnam- 
bool to serve initially as a school-chapel. In 1964, he built additions to St. 
Joseph’s primary school in Lava Street. 

It was at the beginning of 1965 that Dennington was made a parish with 
Father Gerald Payne first parish priest. Woodford and Winslow were in- 
corporated into the new parish community. 

Monsignor O’Connell is remembered as a kind and gentle priest who 
ably administered the parish and attended to the spiritual needs of his 
parishioners. Failing health forced his retirement in 1968 and he died in 
1977. 

Monsignor O’Connell’s philosophy can be recognised in the following 
lines... ‘‘A religion..... That does nothing, 

That cost nothing, 

That suffers nothing, 

Is worth nothing. 


MONSIGNOR LEO FISCALINI 1968 — 1981 

Monsignor Leo Fiscalini was appointed Parish Priest of St. Joseph’s on 
the retirement of Daniel O’Connell in 1968. 

Born in Ballarat in 1913, Monsignor was educated by the Christian 
Brothers and entered Corpus Christ College, Werribee, in 1932 to 
study for the priesthood. Ordained in 1939, his first appointment was to 
Mornington, on loan to the Melbourne Archdiocese. 

Arrangements were made for Monsignor to study Canon Law in Rome 
in 1940, but the war intervened, and he was appointed assistant priest at 
Castlemaine. 

He was Secretary to Bishop O’Collins and chaplain to St. Patrick’s Col- 
lege, Ballarat, from 1942 to 1962, and Administrator of the Cathedral 
from 1952 to 1964. In 1964 he was appointed Parish Priest of Ararat and 
was Vicar General of the Diocese from 1976 to 1982. 

Following his appointment to Warrnambool Bishop O’ Collins suggested 
extending St. Joseph’s Church, but Monsignor wisely opted for the 
creation of new parishes in East and West Warrnambool. 

He built and extended the schools in both these areas, and was also in- 
strumental in purchasing land in North Warrnambool, with a view to 
building a future educational and parish complex. This property still 
belongs to the church and is to be used for future development. 

In 1981 Monsignor transferred to Terang as Parish Priest, a move 
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which was greeted with sadness by his parishioners. However, on his 
retirement last year, he chose Warrnambool to retire to, and lives at 
Vianney House. 

This year (1989) marks the 50th Anniversary of Monsignor Fiscalini’s 
ordination. We congratulate him on this achievement and wish him all 
God’s blessing for a long and happy retirement. 


FATHER PATRICK BOHAN 

1981 

Father Bohan, prior to his appointment as parish priest at St. Joseph’s, 
was in charge of St. Pius community West Warrnambool, from 1971 to 
1981. Father was born in Terang. This is his second appointment at St. 
Joseph’s. He was assistant priest from 1960 to 1964. Since coming to 
Warrnambool in 1981, Fr. Bohan has been untiring in his efforts to pro- 
mote the spiritual as well as the temporal needs of the parish. 

He has presided over a complete restoration of St. Joseph’s beginning 
with the spire, which was completed in 1988. At present he is oversee- 
ing the renewal of the slate roof, which will be completed in time for the 
centenary in September. 

Father also had the vision to recognise the necessity of establishing a 
new primary educational complex in Botanic Road, and he is now, in con- 
sultation with his advisors, carrying out a study into the viability of a 
retirement complex on the former primary school site. The reroofing 
and repainting of St. Ann’s Purnim has also recently been carried out. 
Father celebrated his 40th year of priesthood in 1987. 


PRIESTS BORN IN THE PARISH 


FATHER JOHN TOBIN 

John Tobin was born at Winslow and educated at Winslow State School 
and St. Patrick’s College, Ballarat. He matriculated in 1944 and the 
following year entered Galong Redemptorist Seminary to study for the 
priesthood. Ordained in 1958 by Bishop O’Collins at the Monastery, 
Ballarat, he spent a number of years doing missionary work in the Philip- 
pines. Since returning to Australia he has been engaged in conducting 
missions throughout Australia. His present address is Miami, 
Queensland. 
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Monsignor Eugure Galligan 


Bishop Roper 


Warrnambool 1929-1947 


Monsignor Leo Fiscalini, Fr. Pat Bohan, Parish Priest 
1968-81 Warrnambool 1981- Fr. Shanahan 
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FATHER GERALD GASPAR C.S.S.R. 

Gerald Gaspar was born in Warrnambool where his family was engaged 
in the printing industry. He was educated by the Mercy Sisters and 
Christian Brothers. 

In 1936 he entered the Redemptorist novitiate at Galong, New South 
Wales and was ordained in 1942. He spent many years of missionary 
work in the Philippines and also conducted missions throughout 
Australia. 

Father Gaspar was a brother of well known musician, Eva Gaspar. Two 
of his sisters became nuns and one uncle became a Christian Brother. 


FATHER BILL MELICAN 

Father Melican was born in Wangoom in 1931. He attended St. Thomas’ 
School Terang, Wangoom State School, Christian Brothers’ College 
Warrnambool and matriculated from St. Patrick’s College, Ballarat. 
He entered Corpus Christi College, Werribee, and was ordained in 1955 
by Dr. T.D. Simmonds in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Ballarat. 

Father Melican’s first appointment was to Swan Hill. In 1971 he was 
made Parish Priest of Hopetoun. Other parish include Ballarat East, 
Charlton, Mildura, Mortlake and Camperdown. 

Father is a member of of the Ballarat Diocesan Historical Commission. 
At present he is Parish Priest of Stawell. 


FATHER CON KELLY 

Cornelius Kelly was born in Wangoom in 1879 and educated at Woodford 
and St. Patrick’s College, Ballarat. He entered Manly College and was 
ordained in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Ballarat. 

Father Kelly was Parish Priest of the now defunct parish of 
Woomelang. In 1918 he was appointed Parish Priest of Charlton where 
he remained until he died in 1949. 

Described as a ‘big man with a big personality’, Father Kelly was 
responsible for a prolific building program in the parish. 


FATHER BYRON O’KEEFE C.S.S.R. 
Byron O’ Keefe was born in Winslow and received his early education at 
the local primary school. From there he went to St. Patrick’s College, 
Ballarat where he matriculated. 
He entered the Juniorate at Galong and Pennant Hills and was ordained 
in 1945. Father served in Malayasia for 11 years of missionary work. At 
present he is chaplain to a retirement hostel. His brother Ray O’ Keefe 
is a member of the missionary order of Redemptorist brothers. 
Father O’Keefe’s present address is Waitara, New South Wales. 
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FATHER JOHN DAY 

John Day’s parents managed the railway refreshment rooms. John was 
educated by the Sisters of Mercy and at Xavier College, Kew. 

He was ordained in 1930. The first year priests were ordained from 
the Seminary. 

Father Day was Parish Priest of Timboon when he died. 


FATHER DESMOND JOHN DWYER 

Desmond John Dwyer, son of John Beynon and Grace Bridget Dwyer, 
was born on the 6th May, 1942 at Warrnambool. He was educated at St. 
Ann’s College from 1948 to 1950 and St. Joseph’s Christian Brother’s 
College from 1951 to 1953. Desmond moved to Melbourne to complete 
his education at Xavier College, Kew, in 1954 through to 1960 after 
which he entered Jesuit Noviciate at Loyola College, Watsonia, in 
February, 1961. He studied for his B.A. (Honours) at Monash Universi- 
ty from 1965 to 1968. 

Father Desmond Dwyer was ordained on Saturday 7th December, 1974 
at the Church of Immaculate Conception, Hawthorn Victoria. 


FATHER MATT McGLOIN 

Matt McGloin was born at Hopkins Point in 1887. As a boy he lived on 
the Motong Estate. He was educated at St. Mary’s Christian Brothers’ 
(Monastery). He was a contemporary of J.B. Roper. 

He entered Manly Seminary in 1906 and was ordained by the Ar- 
chbishop of Sydney, Dr. Kelly, in 1911. He celebrated his first Mass at 
Leichhardt. His first appointment was to Ballarat as assistant priest 
under Dean O’ Hare. 

In 1924, Bishop Moore of Ballarat request Father McGloin to canvas the 
entire diocese to collect money to help finance the expenses associated 
with the purchase of Corpus Christi, Werribee. 

He was administrator of Ballarat East until 1936 when he was appointed 
Parish Priest of Hamilton. He died at Hamilton in March, 1942. 


FATHER LAURENCE GALLAGHER 

Laurie Gallagher was born in 1923 and educated by the Sisters of Mercy 
and Christian Brothers. He matriculated in 1938 and returned to C.B.C. 
to do honours in 1939. He entered Corpus Christi College, Werribee, in 
1940 to study for the priesthood and was ordained by Bishop O’ Collins 
in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Ballarat, in 1947. 

Father Gallagher’s first appointment was to Ballarat East as assistant 
priest. He was then stationed at Bunninyong, Camperdown and Linton. 
His first appointment as Parish Priest was to Ballan. He has been Parish 
Priest of Linton for 27 years. 
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FATHER JOHN RUSSELL 

John Russell, like his brother, Father Tom, began his education at the 
Sisters of Mercy in Warrnambool, in the old stone building in the church 
grounds before the Lava street school was built. He received his secon- 
dary education at Christian Brothers’ College and matriculated in 1931. 

He entered Corpus Christi College, Werribee, in 1932 and was ordained 
1939. 

Father Russell’s first appointment was to Morwell, on loan to the Sale 
Diocese. Returning to Ballarat he was curate at Ballarat East and 
Koroit. In fact, as Father stated, ‘‘] was a curate for 26 years,’’ 
(perhaps that’s an entry for the Guiness Book of Records). 

He was transferred to Merbein as Parish Priest in 1965 and has been in 
charge of St. John’s Dennington since 1968. 

This year marks the Golden Jubilee of Father Russell’s ordination and 
parishioners of St. Joseph’s congratulate him and wish him every bless- 
ing. 

BISHOP J.B. ROPER 

Joseph Basil Roper was born in Dennington in 1888. He was the eldest 
son of Alfred Roper, organist at St. Joseph’s Church. Educated at the 
Sisters of Mercy and then at St. Mary’s College (Monastery) he 
matriculated in 1903 and entered Manly College in 1906 to study for the 
priesthood. Ordained at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney, in 1911, he 
celebrated his first Mass in St. Joseph’s. 

In 1938, when Parish Priest of Warracknabeal, he was appointed Bishop 
of Toowoomba, at the age of fifty. 

To his new apostolate he bought a deep learning, a great gift of oratory 
and an all-embracing concern for souls. 

Bishop Roper retired in 1952, because of illness, to Ararat and lived 
there in retirement until his death in 1974. 


FATHER JACK HARDY 


Jack Hardy was born in Warrnamibcol where his father was a factory 
manager. He was educated in the stone building, erected in 1877 and 
facing Raglan Parade, by the Mercy Sisters and at Christian Brothers’ 
College. He entered Corpus Christi College, Werribee, in 1935 and was 
ordained in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, in 1941. Father Hardy 
celebrated his first Mass in St. Joseph’s. His first appointment was to 
Geelong. He was in turn Parish Priest of Yea, North Dandenong and 
Prahran. He retired in 1987 and lives in Elsternwick. Father has a 
sister, Molly, still living in Warrnambool. 
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FATHER PATRICK MUGAVIN 

Patrick Mugavin, son of Gerald and Joan Mugavin, was born in 1950. He 
was educated at St. Joseph’s Primary School, Lava Street, and Chris- 
tian Brothers’ College. He began his studies for the priesthood at Cor- 
pus Christi College, Werribee, and was ordained by Bishop Mulkearns 
in St. Joseph’s Church in 1974. His appointments were to Horsham, 
Mildura and Ballarat. 

In August 1985, Father left for Chile to work with the mission for six 
years. He is doing his apostolate in Reca, a north-west suburb of San- 
tiago, among the very poorest of the poor of Chile, where unemploy- 
ment is 70% -vhich manifests itself in chronic hunger, poor health, family 
tensions and breakup, and violence. 

Father and his co-workers (a Columban priest and three Chilian sisters) 
share the trials of their parishioners’ everyday lives and extend a visible 
church presence with their ‘grass roots’ Christianity; manifested in a 
close bond of friendship grounded in prayer and reflection and 
strengthened through the sacrament of the Eucharist. 

Father Mugavin is mindful of the support, both prayerful and temporal, 
of the Catholics of the Ballarat Diocese. 


FATHER JOHN S. McGRATH, C.S.S.R. 

John S. McGrath was born in Warrnambool in 1920. The youngest of 
fourteen children, he was educated by the Sisters of Mercy at Wood- 
ford. He had in mind a life of farming, but the call to serve his Lord came 
at the age of 20 and he entered the Redemptorist Juniorate at Galong in 
1940 to complete hes secondary studies. He was professed in 1945 and 
ordained in 1950. 

For 30 years Father McGrath conducted missions in most Australian 
states, as well an apostolate to Singapore and the founding of a Redemp- 
torist presences in Malaysia, Thailand and Burma. 

A Roman painted picture of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, in whom he 
had an abiding devotion, always accompanied him on his missionary 
work. He died in 1980. 


FATHER BARRY RYAN 

Barry Ryan was born at Hopkins Point and began his education at Lake 
Gillear State School. He matriculated from Christian Brothers’ College 
and began his study for the priesthood at Corpus Christi College, Wer- 
ribee. 

Father Ryan was ordained in St. Joseph’s Church on 21st July, 1965, by 
Bishop O’ Collins, the first priest to be ordained in the Church. 

Father Ryan is a graduate of Fordham University, New York, and lec- 
tures in religious education at Aquinas College, Ballarat. He is Parish 


Priest at Redan. 
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FATHER TOM RUSSELL 

Thomas Russell, educated by the Sisters of Mercy, Christian Brothers’ 
in Warrnambool, and Xavier College, Melbourne. 

Melbourne. 

He entered Corpus Christi College, Werribee, in 1931, was ordained in 
1938 and was appointed to Goulburn, on loan to the Canberra-Goulburn 
Diocese for three years. Transferred back to Ballarat, Father Russell 
was in turn, Administrator of Ballarat East and Robinvale. 

His first appointment as Parish Priest was to Timboon and in 1981 he 
was moved to Hamilton, again as Parish Priest. 

Ill health forced Father Russell’s retirement in 1984 and he died at 
Ballarat in 1985. 


FATHER GERAD SHANAHAN 

Gerard was born in Warrnambool where his father was a teacher. He 
was educated at St. Thomas’ school, Terang, St. John’s Dennington, 
Christian Brothers College, Warrnambool and Monivae College, 
Hamilton. He gained a Diploma in teaching at Aquinas College, Ballarat 
and after teaching for a year at Stawell he entered Corpus Christi 
Seminary and was ordained in the Monivae College Sports Centre, 
Hamilton in 1988 by Bishop Ronald Mulkearns. He is now stationed at 
St. Mary’s, Colac. 


FATHER EDWARD McENTEE C.S.S.R. 

Edward McEntee was born in Warrnambool in 1923. Educated at Lake 
Gillear and Christian Brothers College, he was professed in 1944 at the 
Redemptorist Noviate and ordained at the Ballarat Monastery in 1949. 
Father McEntee spent two years in Australia before beginning his 
overseas mission in the Philippines in 1951, his apostolate continued for 
23 years. 

Ili health forced his return to Australia and he died at the early age of 54 
in 1977. 


SS, 


Stan Dalton who relieves the priests on Sunday Tony O’Hurley who was involved in recent 
of the burden of the First Collection renovation of the Sanctuary and Confessionals. 
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He who Sings, Prays Twice 


ST. JOSEPH’S CHOIR 

St. Joseph’s Choir was re-formed in 1939, under the direction of Miss 
Eva Gaspar, with approximately twelve members. One of the original 
participants, Mr. Reg Connors, still sings with the choir today. 

Miss Gaspar was organist for 25 years and conductress for 39 years. 
Upon Miss Gas <ar’s retirement in 1964 Mrs Merle Roache was ap- 
pointed organist and on the death of Miss Gaspar in 1978, assumed the 
extra role of conductress and continues in both these roles to this pre- 
sent day. 

In later years other musical forms were introduced into the church, 
these include folk groups with guitars, taped music and the electronic 
organ — this providing music at the majority of Masses each weekend as 
well as on special occasions. 


MISS EVA GASPAR 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Gaspar were prominent members of St. 
Joseph’s Church. In their family of six children, four members joined 
religious orders, namely, Millicent (Sister Margaret Mary) and Sylvie 
(Sister Therese), both members of the Good Shepherd Order, 
Frederick, who joined the Christian Brothers, and Gerald as Redemp- 
torist Priest. Other members, Jim worked with his father in a Printing 
Business, and Eva, who devoted her life to music. 
For 30 years Miss Gaspar gave of her talent free of charge to the many 
students under her guidance in the teaching of piano, organ, violin, sing- 
ing and a variety of wind instruments, as well as conducting choral 
groups, choirs and orchestras. 
For 25 years she was organist at St. Joseph’s Church and in that time 
formed a Church Choir. Some members of that time are still members of 
the present day choir. 
In 1956 Miss Gaspar was honoured with the City of Warrnambool 
Citizenship Award and in 1972 was awarded the British Empire Medal 
— both for her outstanding services to music. In 1983 the City of Warr- 
nambool further honoured Miss Gaspar with the opening of the Warr- 
nambool Regional Performing Arts Centre incorporating the Eva Gaspar 
Memorial Theatre. 
In the 1970’s the Church organ fell into a state of disrepair, and Miss 
Gaspar pleaded to have the organ restored to its original pneumatic 
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structure. This appeared to be an almost impossible request but the 
challenge was met by the Rev. Father Kevin O’Brien together with co- 
workers, the late Mr. Joseph Chow and Dr. Les Hemingway. After a 
period of three years this ambition was realized, and now St. Joseph’s 
can boast of having one of the few organs of this type still operable in 
Australia. 


Miss Gaspar retired as organist in 1964 but till maintained her interest 
as Musical Director until her death on May 6th, 1978. Her sincere in- 
terest in St. Joseph’s was further evident when, on her death, she be- 
queathed a large investment to be used solely for the purpose of the 
upkeep of the church organ for all time. 

Today the only living member of the Gaspar family is Sister Margaret 
Mary, of the Good Shepherd Order, Melbourne. 


j ye Ee ie a re = ‘ = . SS 
Eva Gasper - Organist for 25 years, Mr. Alfred Roper- Organist St. Joseph’s Church. 
Musical Director 34 years. Father of Bishop Basil Roper 


MR. ALFRED ROPER 

Alfred Roper was organist at St. Joseph’s Church for 50 years. Born in 
Tasmania in 1859, he left its shores on invitation to teach in Catholic 
schools in Victoria. In 1884, he was appointed organist at St. Patrick’s 
Stawell. In 1887 he was appointed teacher in charge of the Catholic 
school at Woodford and married fellow teacher, Julia O’Sullivan. Their 
first child Joseph Basil later Bishop, was born in 1888. 

Alfred was appointed organist of St. Joseph’s Church around the year 
1890 and immediately transformed church organ music. 

This was the era of grand organ church music, with accompanying in- 
struments, clarinet, oboe and trumpets and under Alfred Roper’s direc- 
tion, St. Joseph’s became famous, as did some other parishes, for its 
choir and stirring classical Masses. 
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Alfred Roper and Julia O’Sullivan had three sons and three daughters, 
and although being organist at St. Joseph’s was his priority, he also had 
other interests. He taught piano to many pupils throughout his long 
career and his pupils won many prizes at Ballarat South Street. 

Alfred was still playing in 1939 when a stroke made it increasingly dif- 
ficult for him to negotiate the stone steps up the organ loft. 

In 1940 he travelled to Tasmania on a nostalgic trip to see the place of 
his youth and whilst in Hobart suffered another turn. He was taken back 
to Melbourne where he died later that year. He is buried in the 
Heidelberg Cemetery. 


Organists (Pipe Organ) 

Mr. A.F. Roper 1890 — 1936 

Mrs. Gough 1935 — 1936 

Miss Kath Roache 1936 — 1941 

Miss Breeda Mee 1945 — 1946 

Miss Helen O’Brien 1946 — 1950 

Miss Eva Gaspar 1939 — 1964 

Mrs. Merle Roache 1951 to the present time 
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St. Joseph’s Choir with Mr. Alfred Roper early 1900's. 
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The Ties that Bind 
Parish Sodalittes: Societies and Groups 


The Warrnambool Parish has always had a strong band of men and 
women involved in various groups and organisations over the years, 
and, like many other parishes, there have been many highs and lows 
during that time. We will endeavour to write on the role of the various 
groups that have made up the parish and helped to pass on the faith from 
one generation to another during that time. 

These organisations, together with the schools, have been instrumental 
in helping to pass on the faith from one generation to another. 

The philosophy behind the work of the groups and organisations reflects 
the message handed down from God when He commanded us to — 
"Love thy neighbour and thyself. 


C.Y.M.S. 

Records show that a meeting was called in 1879 in Warrnambool to form 
the Catholic Young Men’s Society (C.Y.M.S.). Unfortunately there are 
no names recorded before the turn of the century. The Society was to 
become the focal point in the lives of most young men in the Parish; they 
held regular meetings on every second Tuesday evening. There was a 
syllabus item after each meeting, sometimes a guest speaker was in at- 
tendance or a debate took place. A debating competition was held at the 
Temperance Hall before a large crowd and was won by the Purnim 
branch of C.Y.M.S. The late Frank Brennan M.L.A. was the ad- 
judicator; Bill O’Sullivan was one of the leading debators for Purnim. 
The debating skills developed and the competition between the various 
teams was a constant source of interest. 

The C.Y.M.S. was very strong in the district .n 1929. Some of the early 
Presidents remembered are Tom Kelleher, Frank Callaghan, Tom 
McNamara, Joe Burke and Jack Earls. 

The C.Y.M.S. was very strong in the field of sport, fielding both a 
cricket and football team and was responsible for sports days held at 
Christian Brothers’ oval, attracting some of the best cyclists and 
athletes in Victoria. In the early days, the football team played in both 
the South Western District League and later the Purnim League. 

The Society was also responsible for the publication of St.Joseph’s 
Gazette. This contained parish news notices and Mass times. 

The war years seriously affected the Society; the numbers diminishing 
as the young men left the district. 
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ST. JOSEPHS 
<< GAZETTE, = 


PUBLISHED BY 


The Warrnambool C.Y.M. Society. 


VoL. 2, No. 4.] WARRNAMBOOL, AUGUST, 1931. [PRICE THREEPENCE. 


Sodalities. 


ildren af Mary— First Sunday, 7.30, a.m, 
hool Children— First Friday, 7.20. a.m. 
ly Hour—Second Sunday. 7.0 pm. 

red Heart (Women's Branch) — Third 
unday, 7.20. am, 

red Heart (Mens Branchj)—Fouth Sun- 
day, 7.30. a.m. 


Mectinas. 


Allar Sociely—First Sunday of Month after 
Devotions. 
1 Hova—Friday, 7 pm., preceeding the 
ret Sunday. 
ldsen of Mary—Firrt Sonday, 7 p.m. 
MS. —Tuesday ffortmphily) 
AC.B.S.—1luesday (fortnightly) 


Parish Churches. 


St. Joceph’a, Warrnambool 

St. Marv's, Woodford 

St. Ann's, Purnim 

St, John the Haptist, Dennington 
St. Columba's, Winslow 

St. Carthape's, Allansford 

St. John s, Nirranda 


Parish Schools. 


istian Hrothers’ College—Secondary and 
brnmary School ler boys. 
Ann's Qollege—Secondary and Primary 
chool for girls. Conducted by the Sisters 
{ Mercy. 
imary Schools at Dennington and Wood- 
ford, conducted by the Sisters of Mercy. 
imary School at Purnim. * 


ESMOND DUNNE & HARTY 


J. L. Harry, LL.B., 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS, 


RovaL CHamapers, 


e EF Spi’ plesk ates ae em 
eis 
WARRNAMBOOL 
PARISH NOTICES. 
Maes—Sundnys : 7.80, 9. I. 
Week Days: 7.30. 
First Friday : 7 and 7.30. 
Evanixa Wevotrons—Sundnys : 7. 
Week Days in May, October 
and Lent: 7 80. 
Conrgnniona— 
Saturdava: VP) to ds 7 p.m. 
Firat Friday Eve 7 p.m, 
Children, 9.80 a.m. 
Barriame—Sundayn: 2 pm. 
Wednesdays : 2 p.m. 
Manntaoxs—As arranged. 


NELLA-MARIS CAFE. 


Misses RvAn. Proprietreeses. 


Up-to-date Tea Rooms. 


Home-made Cakes and Sweets 


Choicest Brands of Confectionery stocked. 


C.).M.S. Spllabus. 


Aug. 123—Reading & Commanity Singing. 
26 —Games 
H—Ilrish Night 

» 22—Lectue 
Oct. 6—Euchre (Ladies’ Night) 

» 20—Speeches 
Rov, &—Debate 

= «17 —Gamee 
Dec. 1—Open 
15—Nomination of Offices (Stories) 
29 —Sucial and Election of Ofhcers, 


COLLECTORS. 


AUGUST. 
7.30 o'clock. 9 «w'eclock, it cceleh, 
M. J. McGuire A. Drew L. Lawlor 
If. Hudd P. Custis } Wilson 
J. Russell M. Callaghan 1). Bowman 
G.P.Armstrong J. Conway Hi. Dowd 
SEPTEMBER. 
7.30 o’cloek 9 o'cloek 11 e’elock 
L. Lawlor M. |. McGuire A Drew 
J, Wilson H. Budd P. Curtis 
1). Bowman Kussell M. Callaghea 
H. Dowd G.P. Armstrong J. Conway 
OCTOGER. 
7.0 o’eloot 9 o'clock 11 o'clock 
A. Drew L. Lawlor M. J. McGaiee 
VP. Curtis WV ithson H. Badd 
M. Callaghan 1) Bowman = Jj. Russell 
]. Conway H. Dowd G.F. Armstrong 


COMMERCIAL HOTEL. 


WAKKNAMBOOL. 


Noted for Its Excellent Table. and Cheerful 
Service, and up-to date Lounge. 


**A Home away from Home.’ 
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ASSOCIATION OF THE CHILDREN OF MARY 

Records show that in December, 1877, fifty girls were enrolled by the 
very Reverend Dean Slattery as members of the Children of Mary. 
Misses F. Gallagher, C. Gleeson and L. Humphreys carried three ban- 
ners, appropriately illuminated, into the church. The girls wore white 
dresses; blue sashes and long tulle veils being secured with wreaths of 
white flowers on their heads. On arrival at the Communion rails, the 
girls were received by Dean Slattery who put questions to them as to 
their willingness to be enrolled. After receiving satisfactory answers, 
pledges were given by each candidate for their future conduct 
throughout life. The candidates were then admitted and invested and 
each received a medal of the Immaculate Conception which was worn 
with a cord nbbon and hung around their neck. 

Girls leaving school almost automatically became members of the 
Children of Mary and with their blue cloaks and white veils were a 
feature of the 7.30 a.m. Mass on the first Sunday of the month. They 
held their general meeting on the same Sunday each month after devo- 
tions at night. Later on, the dress was modifided with a blue cloak worn 
over regular clothes, but the tulle veil and medal continued to be worn. 
Many brides arrived at the altar wearing a beautifully embroidered blue 
cloak which would be removed after the vows had been exchanged, the 
bride being no longer eligible to be a ‘Child of Mary. 


This group continued to function into the late fifties when people were 
encouraged to receive Holy Communion as often as possible, not just 
monthly. 


Repairs to Bell Tower, 
St. Joseph’s old school. 


SODALITY OF THE SACRED HEART / HOLY NAME SOCIETY 
In the early years this sodality had both a men’s and women’s branch. 
The women’s branch was allotted the 7.00 a.m. mass cn the third Sun- 
day of the month with the men’s branch on the fourth Sunday at 7.00 
a.m. The men’s society later became the Holy Name Society and prac- 
tically every man in the parish became a member. They were broken up 
into several groups, each having its patron saint. The groups sat 
together under their own particular banner which was displayed at the 
end of the seat in the centre aisle of the church. After Communion, the 
men of the Holy Name Society recited together their sodality pledge. 


The Holy Name Pledge: Blessed be God. 
Blessed be His Holy Name. 

Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and true 
man. 

Blessed be the Name of Jesus. 

I believe, O Jesus, that Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. 

I believe all the sacred truths which the 
Holy Catholic Church believes and teaches. 
I proclaim my love for the Vicar of Christ 
on earth. 

I promise to give good example, 

By the regular practice of my faith. 

In honour of His Divine Name, 

I pledge myself against perjury, blasphemy, 
profanity, and obscene speech, 

I pledge my support to all lawful 

authority, both civil and religious. 

I dedicate my manhood 

To the honour of the Sacred Name of Jesus, 
And beg that He will keep me faithful to 
these pledges, 

Until death. 


CATHOLIC WOMEN’S SOCIAL CLUB 

The. Catholic Women’s Social Club was an organisation that was formed 
in the early thirties with Mrs. Gertie Jackman, the first President and 
Mrs. Mollie O’Keefe, Secretary, and continued until 1950 when Mon- 
signor Galligan established the Catholic Women’s League. 

Mrs. Vic Batros was the first President, Mrs. Alice Callaghan, 
Secretary, and Miss Ena O’Keefe, Treasurer. The Branch has con- 
tinued to flourish over the years and now has a financial membership of 
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92 people, with twenty active members. 

The League is dedicated to the Holy Spirit and the organizing of Catholic 
women as social, educational and charitable workers. The League helps 
to support the missions and the needy and assists the Parish Priest 
when requested. 


ALTAR SOCIETY 

Unfortunately we have been unable to come up with the date the Altar 
Society was established or the names of the foundation members. A few 
names keep recurring down through the years, however, such as the 
Misses Dorrie and Agnes Doherty, Mrs. Gartlan, Mrs. Mimi Jackman, 
Mrs. Jean Gallagher, Mrs. G. Armstrong, Miss Ena O’Keefe and Mrs. 
Agatha Lyons. 

In the late 1920’s or early 1930’s, Miss Dorrie Doherty seemed to be 
the main organiser around the Church. She arranged for ladies to come 
in to clean the brass and scrub the floors, with her sister and herself do- 
ing the linen and flowers. There was also a mending group within the 
Society whose responsibility it was to keep the linen and vestments in 
Al condition. These ladies were Greta Rogers, Ethyl Edminston, May 
Noonan and Clare McCarthy. 

Euchre parties were held regularly to raise funds for the up-keep of the 
Church. 

In 1958 Mrs. Mimi Jackman was elected President of the Society and 
was soon joined by Mrs. Jean Gallagher (Fr Lawrence’s Mother), who 
took on the responsibility for the flowers and altar linen, with help from 
Mrs. Agatha Lyons who soon realised how difficult it was to obtain fresh 
flowers for the altar and decided to start growing flowers in her own 
garden. Mrs. Lyons was to continue her work for over 30 years with the 
flowers and altar linen, growing most of the flowers, although on special 
occasions such as weddings etc, the bride’s family usually helped out 
with extra flowers. 

The Altar Society was disbanded in 1975. We now have four separate 
groups of ladies who are rostered in turn to look after the Votive 
Candles, brass, the floral arrangements and the altar linen and candles. 


CATHOLIC LITERACY AND DEBATING ASSOCIATION 

One of the earliest groups recorded is the Literacy and Debating 
Association formed in May 1870 by Father M.J. Shanahan with twenty 
members enrolled. The aim of this association was to encourage a more 
advanced educational standard in the Parish. ‘‘Instructors must prove a 
great power in fostering the literacy tastes and expanding and develop- 
ing the mental faculties, morally, as well as materially, of their 
members.’’ President Rev. M.J. Shanahan, Secretary Mr. W.J. Cor- 
bett. (The Advocate, May 1870) 
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LADIES IN ACTION 1989 FLORAL GROUP 


Left to right: Mary Clancey, Pauline Pye, 
WHEE, HE Kathleen Reagan, Eleanor Thompson, 
Mrs. Krysia Kruk- Wantuck, Nance Awburn, 
Eileen O’Connor, Clare Clancey. 
(Absent Lenore Jones) 


ALTAR LINEN GROUP 

Left to right: Helen Moloney, 
Marjorie Read, Alice Whiting 
Geraldine Ryan 


VOTIVE CANDLE GROUP 

Left to right: Moira McCluskey, 
Joan O'Neill, Margaret McGuinness. 
(Absent Mollie Rossiter) 


CANDLE & BRASS GROUP 
lsobel Malone and Nance Burke 


Mrs. Agatha Lyons - 
Altar linen and flowers 


for 30 years. 


oache, Pipe Organist and 
Conductress, St. Joseph’s Senior Choir. 


NEW HALL, ST. JOSEPH’S 

A meeting of parishioners of St. Joseph’s Church was held on November 
27th, 1909, to receive and consider a report to make preliminary ar- 
rangements in connection with the proposed new Hall and Club Rooms. 
It was proposed to spend 3,500 pounds on the building, which would in- 
clude a Hall with a large stage, accommodation and the necessary dress- 
ing and ante- rooms, also commodious Club Rooms. The meeting decid- 
ed that one third of the amount must be in hand before building opera- 
tions were commenced. A subscription list was opened at the meeting 
and over 300 pounds was subscribed in varying amounts. Messrs W.]J. 
Jackson and M.J. Tate were appointed architects. They were to submit 
a sketched plan of the proposed Hall at an early date. (The Advocate, 
November 1909) 

Nothing else can be found on this project. We have to assume it was 
shelved and later parishioners decided to build a new school and use the 
school for a hall. 


SCHOOL GROUP/PRIMARY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 

St. Joseph’s School Group worked in conjunction with the Catholic 
Women’s League for some years. This came about when Mary Moran 
asked Monsignor O’Connell if she could commence a Mother’s Club to 
help improve amenities at the school. He was reluctant at first but finally 
agreed to allow a Mothers’ Group to be incorporated into the C.W.G. 
Moira Condon was in charge of that group and all money raised was 
banked in C.W.S.G. but earmarked School Group. In 1968 the St. 
Joseph’s Mother’s Club was formed with Mrs. Rhonda Drake the first 
president. This is now known as St. Joseph’s Primary School Associ- 
tion and works to provide, maintain and improve the amenities available 
for the school and students. 


THE YOUTH CENTRE AND THE Y.C.W. 

In 1960, the parish decided to provide a facility for the Catholic young 
people of the area. A large amount of money was raised through a direct 
giving appeal, and in 1961 17,500 Pounds was spent to purchase the old 
Saltau Produce Building in Kepler Street. This building was erected in 
1914 and comprised five offices and a counter at the front, with a large 
area at the rear for a grain store. In 1962, renovations commenced to 
provide meeting rooms, a kitchen, basketball court, stage, showers and 
dressing-rooms. The St. Paul’s Youth Centre was blessed on Sunday, 
August 10th 1963 by Bishop James O’Collins before he departed for 
Rome to attend the Second Vatican Council. 

Through the forties and fifties, the main activity for young people cen- 
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tred on such things as the Y.C.W. football teams. In 1960 the first fully 
functioning Y.C.W. group was set up. Father Pat Bohan was First 
Chaplain to the boys and Father Jack O’Brien was First Chaplain to the 
girls. Groups operated in West Warrnambool and Dennington as well as 
in the Youth Centre, once it was opened. These groups catered for the 
spiritual, social and physical needs of the young people of the parish. 
The Y.C.W. leaders’ group met weekly. Each leader had a team of eight 
people who came together once a fortnight. These meetings commenc- 
ed with a gospel discussion which the members would then apply to their 
daily lives, using the process of ‘‘See — Judge — Act’’. Each month, a 
general meeting was held which would be attended by over 100 
members. After a general meeting, there was a games night or a craft 
demonstration. Regular trips took place to other centres to play football 
and basketball. Dances were organised, a regular and popular one being 
the Hay Seed Hop. Retreats were also held each year, and leaders 
travelled to ‘‘Fatima’’ at Warrenheip near Ballarat for conferences. 
By 1969, the numbers attending General Meetings of the Y.C.W. had 
dropped to about forty. Most activities centred around dances and spor- 
ting events held in the rear of the Youth Centre. At this time there was a 
strong membership in the Young Christian Students. Y.C.S. dances 
were always very well attended and included decorating the Youth Cen- 
tre with cleverly altered newspaper billboards. 

Until the establishment of the West and East Warrnambool parishes, the 
Youth Centre was also used as a Mass centre because of the enormous 
crowds at St. Joseph’s. However, by the mid seventies, it had been 
reduced to a sports facility. Eventually, in about 1982, the Youth Centre 
was leased, first to S & W Distributors, and then to the City Council. 
For four years, the Council financed youth activities in the complex. 
These activities were run by the Y.M.C.A. with great enthusiasm. 
Finally, in August 1988, the Council withdrew from this endeavour, and 
in November 1988 the Youth Centre was sold. 


The Last Decade 


In 1982 an inter-parish Youth Group was established. This catered main- 
ly for senior secondary students, but also included quite a number of 
people who had left school. By 1984 the group was attracting up to 40 
people. Most activities were social or aimed at fundraising for local 
charities. The most successful of these fundraising efforts was the 
‘Gumboot Rally’. Several weekend retreat camps were also held. The 
group operated for nearly six years before it finally ceased. 

In iate 1988, a few young people attempted to re-establish the Y.C.W. 
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as part of the ‘Renew’ process. These people met each week, though 
without attracting very much support. In early 1989 they decided to step 
aside from the Y.C.W. structure and try another direction. This has pro- 
ved successful so far, and there are currently three Young Adults 
Groups operating in the Warrnambool area. These groups have about 
eight members who have left school They meet in each other’s homes 
every three or four weeks for a meal and a discussion. In between times 
they organise social get-togethers for themselves, and also keep contact 
with the other groups. 


KNIGHTS OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS 

The Order of the Knights of the Southern Cross was instituted by the 
Australian Hierarchy in 1919 as a fraternal order of Australian Catholic 
Laymen to combat sectarianism, which at the time was so strong that 
young Catholic men and women were finding it almost impossible to get 
work. Newspaper advertisements openly stated, ‘‘No Catholics need 
apply.’’ The Knights of the Southern Cross have.been active in the 
Parish since 1928. The Objects of the K.S.C. are: % To promote the 
advancement of Australia % To foster the Christian way of life 
throughout the nation % To promote the welfare of its members and 
their families % To encourage social and intellectual activities among its 
members % To conduct and support educational, charitable, religious 
and social welfare groups. 

The Knights of the Southern Cross have met regularly in St. Joseph’s 
Parish for over sixty years. 
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CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE SOCIETY 

The very Reverend Dean Slattery established the Christian Doctrine 
Society at Warrnambool in February 1879. The objects of this organisa- 
tion were ‘‘the promotion of the spiritual advancement of youth and the 
religious instruction among the ignorant. The work was to be generally a 
work of mercy’’. Dean Slattery was Chairman, Mr. Fennelly Secretary, 
and Miss F. Gallagher Treasurer. (The Advocate, February 1879) 


THE HIBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFIT 
SOCIETY 

The Inaugura’ Meeting of the Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit 
Society was held in the Temperance Hall, Warrnambool, on November 
8th 1871. It was to be known as St. Patrick’s Branch, with Mr. M.J. 
Ryan elected. President, and Mr. Michael Murphy, Secretary. Trustees 
were W. O’Brien, M. Hensey, M. Ryan, Thomas Cleary, and John 
Mahoney. 

The Society was founded in Ballarat for Catholic gold diggers in 1868. It 
was called The Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society, so call- 
ed to perpetuate the name of Ireland; Australasian typifying loyalty to 
Australia. The Hibernians were accepted as members of the Friendly 
Societies about April 1871. The Friendly Societies Park in Warrnambool 
was named from the societies that existed in Warrnambool in the early 
days. 

The Hibernians was founded on the aims of Faith — Hope — Charity. It 
was formed by miners from the gold fields and of course in the ‘gold 
rush’ days everything was alright but once that era was over there were 
miners in need of help and it was a number of these miners who went 
about forming a friendly society to help and aid these people. 

The Society was based on helping people in time of sickness and distress 
with sick pay and funeral benefits and then it advanced with the years. 
They still carried that on and then in a big way health insurance, funeral 
benefits, credit union and building society. The Warrnambool Branch 
was known as St. Patrick’s Branch, No. 21 and it was formed on the 
19th September, 1871. 

The three members who were appointed Trustees were Thomas 
Cleary, Michael Murphy, Publican, and John Mahoney of Russell’s 
Creek, Farmer. 

The Warrnambool St. Patrick’s Branch celebrated their centenary with 
a Mass and Dinner held in conjunction with the Annual Victorian District 
Meeting at the Lady Bay Hotel Warrnambool, on the 18th November, 
1971. 
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SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 


The St. Vincent De Paul Society was formed at a meeting on the 28th 
June, 1942, with over 60 people in attendance. The following men were 
elected as Office Bearers: President — George O’Grady, Vice Presi- 
dent — Charlie Flett, Secretary — W.C. Graham, Treasurer — H. 
Lynch. 

The Society is one group which has functioned tirelessly and almost 
anonymously for the last 47 years. Work for the needy of the district has 
gone on through the years without receiving the plaudits of other groups 
within the parish. With membership fluctuating, they continued with 
their work of visitation to our local hospitals, to the sick and lonely in 
their homes and attending to the welfare of the needy and those less for- 
tunate than themselves. Unfortunately, within a few short years the 
numbers fell away and with only five members left, the Society went into 
recess for a short time. 


Monsignor Galligan re-formed the Society on 25th July, 1952. With Les 
Hand — President, and Tom Hyland — Secretary, other members at 
that time were Ray Harrington, Kevin Munday, Mick Pye, Dick McCar- 
thy, Les O’Halloran and Pat Goggin. Meetings were held once a fort- 
night until Father Michael Doyle was appointed Spiritual Director; he in- 
sisted that they meet each week and each member pay at least one visit 
per week for the Society as the Manual suggests. Weekly visits were 
also commenced to the Base Hospital, Alveston Home for the Aged and 
Corio Old Folk’s Home and, later, to St. John of God Hospital and Brier- 
ly Hospital. With weekly meetings and Father Doyle’s guidance, the 
members found there was more poverty than they realized and more 
work than they could handle. Father Doyle went in search of some men 
to join the Society and over the years many good men were recruited. 
Money was scarce in the early post war years, before the shop was 
established to finance the society. On one occasion there was a credit 
balance of 11 pounds 10 shillings, and accounts totalling 24 pounds, with 
three families urgently needing food. It was decided to give provision 
orders to the families and settle the debts later. The only source of in- 
come in those days was the Secret Collection from members and the 
Church Poor Box. The Society also has had generous benefactors. Pat 
Goggin reports: ‘If the true spirit of the Society could be exemplified in 
one member it was the late Joe Chow. His was the first hand up when 
volunteeers were needed to cut a lawn, chop some wood or paint a 
house. He organized rag drives, was first to arrive when waste was 
sorted, and last to leave. Joe was a sympathetic listener when visiting 
families’. 
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St. Anthony’s Conference 

In 1972 the descendants of Malachy Carey of Warrnambool sold No. 3 
Japan Street to the St. Vincent De Paul Society at a very reasonable 
price, and it was decided to use it to give needy families who could not 
afford a holiday an opportunity to have one in Warrnambool. Later, the 
Society acquired another holiday home at 441 Raglan Parade, when 
Brother Jack McCarthy bequeathed his home to them. 

St. Anthony’s Conference is the Special Works Conference which was in 
charge of the Shop, but with the advent of the second house it took over 
the running of the houses instead. Women were installed as members of 
the Conference for the first time, to attend to the needs and support of 
the visitors, which included single parents and unmarried mothers. 

In 1981, the Regional Council disposed of 441 Raglan Parade and No. 5 
Japan Street was bought as some of the Council members thought that 
possibly it would be easier to look after two houses side by side. 

The homes are fully furnished with linen, blankets and crockery provid- 
ed, and essential groceries kept in cupboards. All visitors must be 
recommended by the St. Vincent De Paul Society and they can stay for 
two weeks. If they come by train or bus, they are met and returned to 
the station on their departure day. 

By 1987 No. 3 Japan Street needed a great deal of money spent on it as 
it had become unsafe. After many discussions, the Central Council, 
Melbourne, gave the Warrnambool Society permission to demolish it 
and to erect a new one on the site. At the moment a four bedroom brick 
veneer home, with extra facilities for disabled people, 1s under construc- 
tion. 

The organisation of the houses runs smoothly with the men looking after 
the lawns, gardens and minor repairs, and the women doing the cleaning 
and shopping. 

We think it is a very worthwhile and important work of the Society, 
especially when seeing the expression on the faces of the children who 
have never seen the ocean, nor so much greenery, as many live in 
highrise units in Melbourne. It also gives the adults an opportunity to 
discuss their problems with others, and in some cases, helps their self- 
esteem when shown that someone cares for them. 


St. Gerard’s Retired Men’s Conference (Dads’ Army) 

St. Gerard’s Conference of the Society of St. Vincent De Paul, often 

called Dads’ Army, was formed in 1971 when Pat O’Shea was President 

of the Warrnambool and District Council of the Society. 

Brother Paddy Dalton was the first President and Ron Jenkins 

Secretary. Father Kevin O’Brien was Spiritual Director. Father had a 

big influence on the happy spirit of Conference meetings. Perhaps the 
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rules of debate were not always strictly adhered to, but members en- 
joyed their weekly meetings. Other early members were Jim Gilding, 
Matt Roache, Mick Ryan, Jack Dwyer, Cyril Healy and Paddy McGuire. 
Later members included, J. McNamara, J. Seargent, J. O’Sullivan, Wal 
Billington, Bill Shanahan, Bernie Walsh, Frank Parsons, Dan Ryan, Noel 
Garner, Jack (Snow) Walters, Perce Kelly, Joe Finn, Pat Goggin, Kevin 
McCluskey, Laurie Finn, R. McCarthy, F. Eady, K. Gleeson, A. 
Kelson, Dan Russell, A. Brennan, J. Russell, T. Hyland, John Maher 
and Father Crowe. 

When the Conference was formed it was decided to concentrate on 
visiting the elderly, the sick and the lonely in their own homes and in 
hospitals and institutions. The other side of Society work, the helping of 
those in need was left to the other conferences. All were delighted when 
Father Frank Crowe decided to be an active member. He regularly 
visits the aged, sick and lonely with other members. 

One sad part of Dads’ Army work is that because of the age of 
members, old age, sickness and death thins out our ranks. There are 
many deaths also, among those we visit. 

As well as visits to people in their own homes and institutions, Dads’ Ar- 
my also drives people to the Old Folk’s Mass and Blessing. We also wait 
on the tables during afternoon tea. We thank Father Kiniry and his team 
of priests who celebrate Mass for our older friends. 
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Four people of the nine who reformed St. Josephs Conierence in 1947. 
Left to right: Outside present shop: Mick Pye, Ray Harrington, Tom Hyland, Pat Goggin. 
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CATHOLIC EDUCATION DEFENCE ASSOCIATION 
The Catholic Education Defence Association was formed in October, 
1879, with the Bishop of Ballarat, the Right Reverend M. O’Connor, in 
the chair. This association was formed to bring pressure on the govern- 
ment of the day so that justice should be done. 

Catholics were obliged to show that they were a political power in the 
Country. Their proceedings would be above board and the principle of 
the Association was not to vote for any candidate who would not openly 
support the cause and maintain it by his vote in the Parliament. Catholics 
were urzed to unite irrespective of their political tendencies and doc- 
trines on the issues, and to bring their power to bear to wring justice 
from an unwilling legislative. (The Advocate, October 1879) 
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Queen Carnival Procession, 1936. 
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The Laity 


LITURGY GROUP 

A liturgy committee was formed in St. Joseph’s parish in 1983 urider the 
direction of Father Paul David Ryan. 

Some of the aims of the group are, to create liturgies that will reflect the 
needs, lives and hopes of our parish, leading people gently to prayer; to 
Strive to make the liturgical life of the parish our central activity as a peo- 
ple of God. 

Liturgy planning also includes co-ordinating other ministries, with the 
co-operation of Father Barry Stickland, liturgy chaplain in this centenary 
year. 

The current committee is preparing Sunday liturgies for the third 
‘*Renew session, as well as ceremonies connected with St. Joseph’s 
centenary program. 


Children’s Liturgy of the Word Group 

Each Sunday at the 9.30 a.m. Mass at St. Joseph’s we invite children 
from Years Prep. to Six to come over to the hall to listen to the Word of 
God. We try to gear the Gospel reading of that Sunday and the 
associated activities to their level of understanding. 

The children come into Mass with their parents and leave to go over to 
the hall after the Penitential Rite. They return after the Prayers of the 
Faithful. 

This group began in December 1987 and since then has gone from 
strength to strength. 

About fifty catechists are currently involved. These include parents, 
secondary school students and people who. help out just because they 
love children. Each Sunday four catechists are employed. As we have 
catered for as many as seventy-five children some Sundays, we have 
found it necessary to split the children into two age groups. 

We are hoping to attract more catechists and children as the existence of 
our group becomes more widely known and accepted. 


LEGION OF MARY 

The Legion of Mary was introduced into the parish in 1950. Its purpose, 
aims and objectives have always been: % Sanctification of members 
through devotion to the Holy Spirit and Our Blessed Lady % Dissemina- 
tion of Catholic Faith % Witness to the Church in the parish and city, by 
home visitation, hospital visitation and sympathy calls to bereaved 
families of all denominations. 

Meetings are held every Friday morning at 10.30 a.m. in St. Joseph’s 
Hall. 
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The Tabernacle at St. Joseph’s Church - On the door the Eucharistic model of the pelican. A 
pelican reputedly feeds it young with its own blood. Jesus nourishes us with his Precious Blood. 
From the hymn ‘‘Pange Lingua” - St. Thomas Aquinas - 13th Century. 
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THE WORLD APOSTOLATE OF FATIMA 

The Blue Army of Our Lady of Fatima was established in Warrnambool 
in 1970 after members from Geelong called to seek help in getting this 
apostolate started. Monsignor Fiscalini was asked for permission, which 
he gave after receiving approval from the Bishop. 

Office bearers elected: President, Ron Jenkins, Vice President, John 
McKenzie, and Pat Goggin, Secretary. The Rosary was recited after 
Mass each first Saturday. The District Rosary Crusade began in 1971 in 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Joe O’ Sullivan. The Apostolate now has eight 
Cells. The first purpose of the Cell Meetings is to adore Christ in the 
Most Blessed Sacrament in the company of His Holy Mother. The se- 
cond purpose is to promote the message to the world by the Mother of 
Christ at Fatima in 1917. The Fatima apparitions have been approved by 
the Church after a full and lengthy inquiry. Members are encouraged by 
the statements of Pope John Paul II when he visited Fatima in 1982 and 
called on the Church and all mankind to heed the message of the Mother 
of Christ given at Fatima in 1917. At the beginning of the Marian Year 
the Pope organised a hook up of all Marian Centres in the world for the 
inaugural Marian Year Rosary and Mass. 


Fatima Statue at St. Josephs 


MAJELLAN GROUP 

The Majellan Group was formed in 1970, when a group of young country 
mothers formed a ‘Majellan Group’ to discuss Vatican II and the 
apostolate of the laity. 

Mothers from Wangoom, Purnim, Allansford and Cudgee met at the 
Parish Meeting Hall, monthly, to discuss questions posed in each edition 
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of the magazine, the Majellan. They met under the patronage of St. 
Gerard Majella, patron saint of mothers. Father Ridsdale was their 
spiritual director. 

In 1975, Father Claffey reorganised a group into a ‘Parish Renewal of 
Faith’, much along the same lines, but which met in each other’s homes. 
A highlight was the meeting at Cecilia Melican’s home in July 1977, 
when Bishop Mulkearns visited and directed the discussion. 

The Majellan Group was re-formed in 1981 when a small group of young 
mothers decided to meet on a regular basis to support each other in faith 
development and family life. 

The first Chaplain, Father Laurie O’Toole, proposed the name ‘‘Ma- 
jellan Group’’ and over the eight years of its existence a variety of faith 
related topics have been studied by the group at its monthly meeting. 

Family outings and social gatherings have been a regular feature of the 
group with the Dads occasionally getting into the action on the annual 
golf day. 

Early in 1989, Father Barry Stickland proposed that the Majellan Group 
review its structure and plan its future directions. As a result the group 
is now called ‘‘The Majellan Inter-Parish Faith Development Group’’. 
The group will continue to meet on the last Thursday of each month at a 
member’s home and will have the specific focus of faith development. 
The group plans to use audio and visual materials to present topics to 
prepare liturgical celebrations and prayers, to arrange occasional 
retreats as well as continuing to support parish families in family life and 
arrange family outings. 

Father Peyton’s visit to Australia 

Father Peyton of America visited Australia in 1953. His main purpose 
was to promote the Family Rosary. His familiar motto was ‘‘The family 
that prays together stays together’’. Father Payton did not come to 
Warrnambool, but most of Warrnambool’s Catholics went to Father 
Payton at Ballarat, where he gave a stirring address on the importance 
of the family Rosary. 

It was quite an adventure to travel to Ballarat in those days. There was 
no good road through Cape Clear. All of the traffic went through Skipton 
and Linton. The roads were windy, rough and narrow and the vehicles 
were a motley lot. Jack Lark purred along steadily in his T Model Ford. 
Quite a few cars stopped on the way to fill up with water with steam ris- 
ing from their radiators. We came home through the hills near Linton. 
Gerry Murphy yelled as he passed, ‘‘Keep the road clear. Here comes 
Vic Jenson,’ and Vic came flying past in his Ford Prefect. It was 
declared later that he passed everything on the road and was first home 
to Warrnambool. 
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After Father Peyton’s visit, The Holy Name Society organised its 
members to call in pairs on Catholic families to ask them to sign a pledge 
promising a daily rosary. Most Catholic families signed this pledge. 


PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

A steering committee recommended to Father Bohan in 1986 that a 
Parish Pastoral Council (P.P.C.) be set up to carry out the mission of 
the parish in relation to the implications of Vatican II. 


The Council is charged with the co-ordination of the work of the various 
parish groups and the stimulation and fostering of the sense of “belong- 
ing’ of each parish member, and support for our parish priest. 


The spiritual and personal development of each member of the parish is 
paramount, as well as the development of parish facilities. 


Members of the P.P.C. comprise the parish priest and assistant 
priests, parish accountant, primary school principals as ex officio, 
representatives members from youth, liturgical and religious, as well as 
eight elected from the wider parish community. 


PARISH EDUCATION BOARD 

Members are substantially the same as the P.P.C. with the addition of 
representative members of St. Joseph’s and St. Marcellus’ parents 
associations, a catechists group and C.B.C. and St. Ann’s chaplain. 

This board is charged with the formulation of policy directed at the 
development and maintenance of Catholic primary education within the 
parish. This involves future planning, enrolment projections and 
building a harmonious relationship with parents’ auxilliaries. Developing 
strategies for the promotion of Catholic education in State schools as 
well as parish, and fostering adult education in the wider parish com- 
munity. 


PASTORAL PLANNING 

Any community that does not know where it has been or where it is at, 
does not know where it is going. It is encumbent on members of these 
parish organisations to imbue a sense of belonging in the parish com- 
munity. It is essential that as many parishioners as possible become in- 
volved in these parish organisations to lend support and strength to the 
wider community. 

This support should take the role of the needs of the individual, both 
spiritual and temporal, and also the broader based needs of the family, 
the lonely and the elderly. 
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ST. JOSEPH’S CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP 

St. Joseph’s Charismatic Prayer Group commenced in August 1979 at 
the Christian Brothers’ College Library, led by Brother Jim Ward. The 
weekly meetings later moved to the White Building (old St. Joseph’s 
School) and are now held each Monday night at 8 p.m. in St. Joseph’s 
Meeting Room. All are welcome. 

St. Joseph’s Charismatic Prayer Group began to help men and women 
establish or deepen, in a lasting way, a personal relationship with God, 
through Jesus Christ, by encouragement of a desire for total commit- 
ment to Christ, personal and community prayer, accent on praising God, 
a great openness to and appreciation of the Holy Spirit, Sacraments and 
the Mass, study of the scriptures and increased community willingness 
to be of service to the Church. 

The Prayer Group also holds Life in the Spirit Seminars and prays for 
the growth of the fruits of the Holy Spirit, individual and parish needs. 
‘‘What the spirit brings is very different: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, trustfulness, gentleness and self-control.’’ (Gala- 
tians 5:22) 


ST. JOSEPH’S SCOUT GROUP (ST. JOSEPH’S) 

The 7th Warrnambool (St. Joseph’s) Scout Group was started in 1962 
by Mr. Tom Reid, who felt that the Catholic youth of Warrnambool had 
not enough to do. He and some of his friends had been through scouts 
and learnt a great deal. Other groups, like lst, 2nd, 3rd and 4/6th had 
already been operating strongly for some time, and so, St. Joseph’s 
groups became 7th Warrnambool. 

It was a big struggle to get started. Monsignor O’Connell, at the time, 
was not in favour of it as he felt that scouting activities (weekend camps 
etc.) would prevent these boys from attending Mass on Sundays. But 
Tom Reid made every effort to establish the scout group, and with the 
help of some other former scouts, Hector Cock and Denis Shanahan, 
with Vin Yeoman as group leader, they began with ten boys, meeting in 
parents’ garages or wherever they could, to help teach these boys 
scouting skills and keep them off the streets! 

The parish eventually sponsored the group and allowed them the use of 
one of the sheds in the church yard (next to the Priest’s garage that now 
stores their gear). As the group grew and more and more boys wanted 
to join, there was a need for more room, so they moved into the old 
stables. 

Being the only sponsored group in the district meant that the Catholic 
boys got first preference if there was a waiting list. Also most of the 
leaders that have come and gone are mostly Catholic, and going to Mass 
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is always a priority and encouraged. 

A lot of people have been connected with the group and a lot of work 
(mostly voluntary) and money was raised to build the present Scout Hall 
that the group now uses. Some past leaders and group leaders were, 
Cam Dwyer, Tom Atkinson, Dick Price, Bob Fidler and Inez 
McLoughlin. Two of Tom Reid’s children eventually became leaders 
with 7th Warrnambool as well. Maurice was Assistant Scout Leader and 
Maryanne was Assistant Cub Leader. Graham Surridge has been with 
7th Warrnambool for approximately 15 years. 

At the moment there are two cub packs and one scout group. The pre- 
sent group leader is Mae Jenkins. 

7th Warrnambool has always been a strong group in the district and is 
actively involved in group outings, conservation projects, learning to be 
independent and camping skills. 

Since September, 1988, girls have been allowed to join scout groups, 
providing everyone is in agreement and the 7th Warrnambool is one of 
the first groups that has so far introduced girls into the cub pack. 
Scouting is going along very well at 7th Warrnambool — St. Joseph’s 
Scout Group. 


PAULIAN SOLO PARENTS GROUP 

The Paulian Solo Parents’ Group is part of a national body which caters 
for the spiritual, emotional, educational and social needs of its members. 
It was formed to ensure that the needs of separated, widowed, divorced 
and single parents were recognized and catered for within the Church. It 
is a Support organization open to people of all faiths and based on Chris- 
tian principles. 

In the early 1980’s a group of local people saw the need for a group such 
as this in the parish of St. Joseph’s. A group of founding members, in- 
cluding Peg Wilcocks, Mary Day, Tom Hollingsworth, Pauline Hussey 
and Joy Talbot, approached Father Bohan for his approval and blessing 
to set up the Paulian Solo Parents’ Group. The clergy of our parish have 
supplied on going support over the years. We are indebted to the 
foresight and untiring efforts of the founding members who established 
the group. Without their dedication and the support of the early 
members, our group would not exist as it does today. 

A large number of people attended the first information night when a co- 
ordinating team from Melbourne came to Warrnambool to help in setting 
up the group. Since the group’s foundation, many members have attend- 
ed a Paulian Weekend, run by the Redemptorist Lay Community, which 
covered such aspects as aloneness, starting again, grieving, support and 
coping, which has provided those people who attended with the strength 
to make new adjustments in their lives. 
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Early activities included meetings, barbeques, film nights and coffee 
mornings, and evenings in private homes. These and other activities are 
still popular with members of our group today. They provide an oppor- 
tunity for people to meet together, to. share experiences and to gain 
strength from one another. 

Our meetings are held on the third Thursday of every month in the 
Parish Hall at 8 o’clock. Meetings when we have a guest speaker are 
always well attended. In recent times guest speakers have included 
Father Brian McDermott from the Marriage Tribunal speaking on an- 
nulments, a psychologist, a counsellor from T.A.F.E., the Manager of 
Social Security, a representative from Glenelg Family Care and another 
from W.R.A.A.D., thus providing a wide coverage of topics of interest 
to members. 

Paulian Solo Parents is part of the Catholic Church and the parish of St. 
Joseph’s. It seeks to minister to the whole person, physically, 
psychologically and spiritually. We show each other respect and sen- 
sitivity which has its basis in gospel values. We look forward to the con- 
tinued support of St. Joseph’s Parish in our endeavours. We reach out to 
each other, we ask the Church to respond to our needs and we give back 
to the Church the benefits of our mature faith. 


ST.. JOSEPH’S TENNIS CLUB 

St. Joseph’s Tennis Club was established in January 1920 by Father 
Mayo who chaired the inaugural meeting. Mrs. Mary Kelly was elected 
Honorary Secretary, and Mr. Harry Baker, her assistant, with Eileen 
Newman, Treasurer. 

Since the formation of the Club the committee have been actively involv- 
ed in promoting the sporting and social life in our Catholic community, 
with regular tennis coaching for young people, while concentrating on 
competition, championships and social games for the more mature 
members. 

The first location of the Club was at the Raglan Parade end of the Lava 
Street site next to the church buildings. Two hard courts were laid and a 
clubhouse built. 

In 1933 the tennis club was relocated to the corner of Kelp and Timor 
Streets, the site of the first church. The original clubhouse was moved 
to this location and is still there today. 

Four magnificent courts were constructed out of Dannan asphalt and 
were in constant use until 1957 when numerous working bees were held 
and six more courts laid. These were known as ‘en-tout-cas’ courts, 
later they were re-aligned and made into five. Pipes were laid under the 
courts to make watering easier. 


87 


St. Joseph’s Tennis courts were well used by parishioners and the War- 
rnambool community alike, until the new Supergrasse Complex was 
established on the Allen Oval in Bromfield Street. This magnificent ten- 
nis complex is a credit to the people who worked so hard in a voluntary 
capacity for so long to bring this dream to fruition. The estimated cost of 
the complex, including the clubrooms and nine synthetic courts, was 
$400,000, but, with voluntary labour, the final figure was $275,000. 
Lighting is provided for championships and the complex is also used for 
competition and social tennis. It is also used by the Catholic schools in 
Warrnambool and the Junior Tennis Association. Joint managers of the 
centre are Tennis Sport and St. Joseph’s Tennis Club. 

The Supergrasse Tennis Complex was blessed and declared open on 
15th February, 1988, by the Parish eet mca toe Father Patrick 
Bohan. 


St. Joseph’s Tennis 
Club in the early 20s. 


L.-R.: Len Hogan, 
Tom MacNamara, 
Jack O’Keefe, 
Eileen Ryan, 
Frank Callaghan, 


Bess Callaghan 
(Houlihan) y 


‘In January, 1994, a Garden Fete was conducted in the Botanical 
Gardens at Warrnambool to raise money to repair the damage to the 
Church spire caused by the earthquake 21 years ago. Some 900 pounds 
was required to repair the spire and the ravages of the weather. 

‘On January 16th and 17th 1923, a Fete was held at the Botanical 
Gardens, Warrnambool, to raise money for a new hall which was a 
necessity long felt in the Parish of Warrnambool. It is expected that 
when receipts come in from various stall holders a substantial sum will 
be realised for this worthy cause. 

Parish Tennis Club 

‘A meeting was called in January 1920 to establish St. Joseph’s Tennis 
Club. Reverend Father Mayo chaired the inaugural meeting. Miss Kelly 
was elected Hon. Secretary with Mr. Harry Baker as her assistant. 
‘On Wednesday 13th January 1926 a very successful garden fete was 
held at the Botanical Gardens to raise funds for St. Joseph’s Church. 


(The Advocate) 
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Happy are the Merciful for they shall have 
Mercy Shown to Them 


ST. JOHN OF GOD HOSPITAL 
At the request of Bishop Foley of the Ballarat Diocese the Sisters of St. 
John of God came from Subiaco to Warrnambool in 1939 to establish a 
Hospital. One of these was Sister Isidore who now resides here. 
Negotiations being completed, a rather run-down house and property 
known as ‘‘Glenrye’’ was chosen — the owner had died in 1936. 

The sisters set to work and were initially boarded by the Mercy Sisters 
at St. Ann’s Convent. Sister Isidore remembers how Mrs. Chas Dunne 
and Mrs. Grace Dwyer, both now deceased, came to aid them in their 
cleaning operations. Part of ‘“Glenrye’’ house was reserved for their 
own occupation and the rest was prepared for the reception of patients 
and applications for admissions were many. 

Owing to it being war-time, problems were many as money and 
materials were hard to come by, but the National Bank came to their aid 
and by 1940 a hospital was built but with proposed plans curbed tem- 
porarily. Many friends came to help. 

Over the passage of years the number of Religious Sisters has declined 
but we are privileged to have a dedicated lay staff who carry out our Vi- 
sion of Mission Effectiveness. 

The hospital experienced a traumatic phase during the 1970’s and 
closure was suggested. Thanks to the Ladies Auxiliary and the forma- 
tion of an Advisory Board for assistance and advice survival was achiev- 
ed. 

As from 1st July, 1989, the hospital is part of the newly formed ‘‘St. 
John of God Health Care System Incorporated. 

The Sisters are grateful to the Clergy of St. Joseph’s Parish and to all 
who have in anyway assisted them in coming thus far. 


So 


HERR 
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Vianney House, Retired Priests home. 


89 


PARISH SECRETARIES 

In the early years of the Church in Warrnambool it is not known who 
looked after the secretarial duties of the Parish. We suspect it was pro- 
bably the Clergy. The first recorded persons were Eileen Burke and 
Margaret Carey who both held down full time jobs and did the book work 
for the Parish after work or at the weekends. Following those ladies was 
Vonnie Yeoman. 

In 1951 Monsignor Galligan was going overseas for six months and call- 
ed on Claire O’Keefe who, at the time, was working at the Alfred 
Hospital, Melbourne. Monsignor encouraged Claire to come home for 
the six months (he was very persuasive) to take care of the secretarial 
needs of the Parish. Claire answered Monsignor’s call and remained as 
Parish Secretary for 31 years. 

In 1971 Rose Conheady commenced Pastoral Work in the Parish and 
assisting Claire when the need arose. Rose did the secretarial work in 
the Parish for two years, 1976 and 1979, while Claire was on sick leave. 
In 1982 Rose Conheady and Rhonda Drake shared the role of Parish 
Secretary and both very capably carry out these duties to the present 
day. 

Sister Adalbert is Pastoral Visitor for St. Joseph’s Parish, taking 
children in State Schools for Catechetics and visiting the sick and lonely 
in their homes or hospitals. Sister also visits Lyndoch, Heatherlie and 
Corio homes for the elderly. 

The Planned Giving Program brought with it much book work and ladies 
who assisted the Parish Office at these times over the years were: Mary 
Coghlan, Winnie Kearney, Rita Shanahan, Audrey Holland and Loreto 
deVnies. 
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Parish Secretary: Rhonda Drake 
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FUNDRAISING 

‘On Monday 10th May, 1886, an All Nations Fair was opened by Mr. 
John Murray M.L.A. in the Orderly Room at Warrnambool in aid of St. 
Joseph’s Church building fund. There were six stalls in the main hall with 
a great display of fancy goods for sale. There was also a bar in the Sup- 
per Room licensed by Mr. O’ Malley of the Victoria Market Hotel. The 
Fair was very successful with over 100 pounds taken on the opening 
night. 

‘On May 2nd, 1891, a Bazaar was held to help liquidate the debt on St. 
Joseph’s Church and Presbytery. This bazaar took the form of a Gipsy 
Encampment and opened on the Monday night in three large marquees 
which were erected on the church land and the corner of Timor and Kelp 
Streets. The Encampment taken as a whole was regarded a pronounced 
success. 


Bessie Cookson, 98 years old. 


f yy ee 
Keef 
Parish Secretary for 30 years. 


HOUSEKEEPERS, GROUNDSMEN AND CLEANERS 

People who have played a very important role in the Parish down 
through the years are the people who looked after the welfare and needs 
of the Priests. Miss Elizabeth Flynn was the first recorded housekeeper 
at the St. Joseph’s Presbytery. She died on the 21st October, 1888, and 
is buried in the Warrnambool Cemetery. 

Some of the other housekeepers recorded are Bridget Kierce, Miss 
Calligan, Rita Kenny, Mrs. Hourigan (Edith Stainsby), May Kavanagh, 
Mrs. Fish (Nancy McCormack), Eileen Wilkinson, Elizabeth Fogarty, 
Margaret and Lillian Goudy, Betty Arundell, Theresa Smits, Joan 
Siberas, Veronica McLaren, Pauline Hanrahan and our present 
housekeepers, Agnes McMahon, who has been looking after our Priests 
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since 1947, and Ellen McMahon, since 1964, with assistance at times 
from other parishioners, and, at the present time, Marjorie Reed and 
Therese O’Neill. 


Mr. Buckley was employed around the late 1920’s to do odd jobs around 
the Presbytery and the Church, such as cutting wood, setting the fires, 
cleaning the priests’ shoes, and ringing the church bell each day for the 
Angelus. Regular conferences were held at the Presbytery in those days 
with twelve or more priests attending. At this time the housekeepers 
needed extra help and it was Mr. Buckley’s responsibility to travel out 
into the country in a horse and buggy to bring in Annie Lindsay to assist 
with the cooking. 

Other known groundsmen were Jack Stainsby, Victor Torelli, Bill Flem- 
ing, Pat Kearney, Jack Gleeson, Bill McKinnon, Laurie Finn and our 
present man, Pat Condon. 

Mrs. Hourigan recalls her time at the Presbytery with Monsignor Mar- 
shall and Father Bernard Duffy and has very happy memories of Father 
Duffy loaning the staff his record player and records. Father Duffy was 
also responsible for changing the time of the main meal on a Sunday from 
5 p.m. to 1 p.m. to give the staff some free time on Sundays. 
Keeping the Lord’s House clean was not an easy task with the only 
equipment available soap water and a scrubbing brush. For many years 
Mrs. Sheils and Mrs. McArdle cleaned the church with some help from 
other ladies on special occasions. Following their retirement Mrs. 
Bridgie McNamara, with her sister, Mrs. Margaret McKenna, worked 
two days a week for over twenty years. Mrs. McNamara tells of the 
countless buckets of water carried over from the Presbytery to the 
Church to scrub the floors etc. Bridgie and Margaret were assisted at 
various times by Mesdames Nonie Lane, Minnie Jackman, Mary 
McKenna, Lena Swan and Betty McCluskey. With a sick husband to 
care for, Mrs. McNamara handed on the cleaning to Joe and Doreen 
Chow who worked tirelessly for eight years until ill health forced Joe to 
resign. The present cleaners, Maurice and Catherine Lourey, are 
assisted by a rostered group of ladies on each Saturday. 


_ The late Joe Chow, 

_ Church Cleaner, 

_ St. Vincent De Paul, aman 
— of great charity. 


Groundsman, 
The late Bill Fleming. 
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Past Housekeeper: Margaret Gleeson 


Present Housekeepers 


Left to right: Agnes McMahon, Marjorie 


Reed 


, Ellen McMahon. 


Therese O'Neill 


Left to right: Groundsman Laurie Finn, 


Cleaner Maurice Lourey, Groundsman Pat Condon. 


Past Housekeeper: Eileen Wilkinson 
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Catholic Schools — Reinforce the Faith 


The need for educational facilities in the Parish was now apparent 
although the problems encountered made if difficult to achieve the aims 
necessary to get the project underway. The initial steps were given 
priority but not without the associated problems with staff and funding. 
As parishes were established throughout the Western District, schools 
were from time to time subjected to closure because of teacher shor- 
tages. 

With a dedicated group of people and a lot of determination the school 
system eventually flourished and became an integral part of parish life. 
In the early 1850’s, on Bishop Goold’s request, the church on the cor- 
ner of Kelp and Timor Streets was used as a school with Mr. Thomas 
Meagher appointed the first teacher. This church/school catered for 
some 35 children. 

After a new grant was approved in 1855, Dean Slattery took steps to 
fulfil the conditions and had the buildings commenced immediately at a 
cost of 1,835 pounds. The architect was Nathaniel Billings of Warrnam- 
bool. 

However, once the school was completed there was the problem of get- 
ting teachers to stay in Warrnambool, because of the harsh conditions of 
that time. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bermingham taught until 1860 when 
James Dunne took over. He lasted four years. John O’Halloran and 
Denis McInerney taught here for two years. William Spring arrived in 
1866 and remained at the school for several years. 

In 1854, a school was built at Purnim and it is recorded that 54 pupils at- 
tended. Another school was built at Woodford in 1855. This was a small 
wooden building, 45’ x 16’, costing 126 Pounds. The first teacher arriv- 
ed in 1856, a Miss Julie Ryan, and there was a constant succession of 
teachers to follow down through the years. In 1856, with more farmers 
taking up land, a small school was built at Framlingham. 


The Sisters Arrive 

‘“‘The Sisters of Mercy beg to announce that they will open a day and 
boarding school for ladies at the Convent of Mercy, Wyton, Warrnam- 
bool, on 1st July, 1872. For further particulars apply personally or by let- 
ter to the Superioress’’. 

This notice, published in the Warrnambool Examiner of 1872, heralded 
the arrival in Warrnambool of the Mercy Sisters. The eight foundation 
Sisters, under the direction of Sister Mary Philomene Maguire 
Superior, had recently purchased the property ‘‘Wyton’’, former home 
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of Captain W. Ardlie, after arriving from Worcester, England. The Mer- 
cy Order had established its foundation Convent in Geelong, and as one 
of the members of that Community was a sister of Sister Mary 
Philomene, we can surmise that family ties prompted this new venture. 
Within two years the Sisters had spent 3000 pounds on new buildings. 
They immediately took responsibility for St. Joseph’s Primary School. 
With Sr. M. Catherine McQuillan installed as Principal, Dean Slattery 
and his congregation set about providing more accommodation for the 
rapidly growing numbers of pupils at St. Joseph’s School. 

The feeling of outrage produced by the Education Act could well be the 
reason for the choice of text used when the Right Reverend Michael 
O’Connor, Bishop of the new Diocese of Ballarat, opened a new wing, 
consisting of two classrooms, on 24th April, 1877. 

“*Instruct they son and he shall refresh thee and give delight unto thy 
soul’’, were the opening words of a speech spiced with none-too-subtle 
references to the State, which the Bishop claimed had stepped in with 
‘““Caesarian authority’’ and banished the teaching of religion from its 
schools, whilst Catholics ‘‘undertook to solve the problem themselves, 
and proposed to secure for their children the education required by the 
State, whilst their moral and religious rights were cared for’’. 

The Bishop’s stirring address, to the accompaniment of Warrnambool’s 
“‘ubiquitous boisterous weather’’, was also designed to encourage the 
faithful to respond to the call to give generously and clear the debt of 500 
Pounds occasioned by the building of this structure, a plea which no 
doubt was responded to with characteristic generosity. 

Not long after their arrival the Sisters opened a day and boarding school 
at the Convent. In 1881 they had an orphanage built adjoining the Con- 
vent where many children were cared for until the Nazareth Sisters 
opened up a home in Ballarat. 


Students from St. Joseph’s 
School - 1952 


95 


The Advent of the Christian Brothers 

Early in 1902, Archdeacon O’Dowd secured a community of Christian 
Brothers. A small villa was acquired on what was considered a prime 
site; later a new two storey cottage at a cost of 2,500 pounds was 
erected. The building was ready by August of that year and the Brothers 
took charge of the boys’ Primary School as well. 

We learn from the Diamond Jubilee Commemorative Book of the Chris- 
tian Brothers’ College, Warrnambool, that ‘St. Mary’s High School’, 
commonly known as the Monastery, on the corner of Jamieson Street 
and Banyan Place, Russell’s Creek, opened with borrowed tables and 
chairs. The 86 boys who presented themselves at St. Joseph’s increas- 
ed by 90 at the end of the first week, and between them they paid the 
three Brothers four shillings and sixpence in fees. Sixteen boys enrolled 
at the ‘Monastery’. 

Many years later Father John McCauley, who was administering the 
parish during Monsignor O’Dowd’s long illness, purchased a site which 
was much closer to the church, the present Christian Brothers’ College 
site which was formerly Hehenloe Girls’ School. The new St. Joseph’s 
College was opened in 1912 by Archbishop Carr in the presence of Dr. 
Higgins, Bishop of Ballarat, and Dr. Dunne, Bishop of Wilcannia. 

With the arrival of the Sisters of Mercy followed by the Christian 
Brothers, they, through their dedication and training, assisted the 
families in passing on the faith to their children. As the faith blossomed, 
it brought with it many vocations to the religious life from the Parish. 
Talk of a New School 

In the early 1930’s those faithful chronicles, the Inspector’s Reports and 
the School Registers, report with growing insistance on the all-too- 
familiar problem of overcrowding. F.F. Scott, Inspector of Schools, 
reports in 1933: ‘‘There are 58 boys and 218 girls. The school has five 
class rooms and is carefully organised. Some of the groups are large, 
and Grades 6, 7 and 8 of 67 pupils are under one teacher. 

Under the heading ‘‘Grounds, buildings and equipment’’ he states, 
‘Grounds are clean but playing space is very limited. The buildings are 
old but carefully maintained. The school is increasing in numbers and 
more accommodation is necessary. A new school is to be built shortly. 
We learn from his report of 4th March, 1935, that ‘‘school is held in old 
buildings . . . anew school is in the course of erection and is expected to 
be ready by September. 

The Principal at this time was Sr. M. Berchmans O’ Callaghan. 


‘‘A Red Letter Day’’ 

Sunday, 17th February must have indeed been a red letter day as Mon- 
signor Kennelly, Parish Priest, pronounced when the Right Reverend 
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Dr. Foley, Bishop of Ballarat, laid the foundation stone of the much 
needed new Primary School which was being erected in Lava Street. 
Included in the very large gathering were, besides Bishop Foley, the 
Bishop of Goulburn, Dr. Barry, the Bishop of Sandhurst, Dr. McCarthy, 
Monsignor Kennelly then Parish Priest, Reverend Fathers McGlorn, 
Hussey, Davis, Payne, McGowan and Callaghan. 

One is strongly reminded, on reading the newspaper accounts of the oc- 
casion, of the words of Bishop O’Connor at a previous opening, and it is 
obvious that the wound caused by the Education Act had not been heal- 
ed with time. In fact, the ‘‘grievance’’ as Dr. Foley labelled it, was again 
given a public airing, and the people were congratulated on the steps 
that they had taken to provide a Catholic Education for their children, 
and the sacrifice it must have meant to do so. 

Dr. McCarthy, Bishop of Sandhurst, after expressing his delight at be- 
ing present, made the telling comment that: ‘‘It is a fine thing to have 
another fine building in the town with a Cross on it’’. 

The rhetoric must have stirred the hearts of the large crowd present, 
and their pockets were lighter by a total of 600 pounds by the end of the 
day, making the total contribution to that stage four thousand, eight hun- 
dred pounds. 

‘‘An Ornament to the City’’ 

It was fortunate that the light rain experienced earlier in the day held off 
for the blessing and official opening of St. Joseph’s School in Lava 
Street, by Bishop Foley, Bishop of Ballarat on 15th September, 1935. 
The large crowd assembled showed a ‘‘keen interest, and many 
eulogistic comments were heard on the quality of construction and the 
attractiveness of the layout. 

A sign of the changing times was the difficulty experienced by many in 
finding car parks (not a problem in the horse and buggy days), and 
another innovation, specially installed amplifiers carried Monsignor Ken- 
nelly’s address to the assembly. 

The Monsignor reminded his people of the historical significance of the 
occasion, this being the second school they had erected in the locality, 
and this one had been two years in the accomplishment. The site, we 
learn, was that on which the old tennis courts had stood, these having 
been replaced two years earlier by the ‘“‘modern’’ courts in Timor 
Street. He congratuated the congregation on their achievement in pro- 
viding a school which was an ‘‘ornament to the city, the pride of its 
Catholic people and the best legacy they could leave their children. 


He then paid tribute to the Sisters and thanked them for their past 
courtesies and for ‘‘the courage and energy with which they had faced 
their task . . . that of 50 years of self-sacrificing work in this city. 
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Of the school itself, we learn that the contract price was 5517 pounds, 
but the full price would be 7000 pounds. The main contract work was 
carried out by Mr. A. Donaldson to the design of Mr MJ Tate. 


eas ac mane saponin Renae To noc oman ane acaneenta RED oI ‘ VEE cena . 
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Form 2, 1952 
An Old School and Two Houses 
Just ten years after the grand opening of the new Lava Street school, 
the District Inspector, Mr. Walker, informs us in his 1945 report, that, 
‘In addition to the modern classrooms, use is made of one room in the 
old school building.’’ So once again Dean Slattery’s ‘“‘sturdy edifice”’ 
was used as a school. 

Of the pupils, we learn ‘“They seem to be interested in their work and 
receive a very good training in cultivating tidy habits and courteous 
behaviour.’’ (There were 6 teachers for 379 pupils in 1953). 

Growing numbers of enrolments continued to cause problems of over- 
crowding. R.R. Watson, District Inspector in 1955 comments: ‘‘Since 
last inspection three new classrooms, two of which are occupied, have 
been added. All classrooms are bright and attractive — grounds are 
small for such a big enrolment but continue to be well kept. 

The additional classrooms were made available after the conversion of 
two houses between the Church and the Lava Street School. 
Monsignor Galligan was Parish Priest during this period, and to him are 
attributed many improvements to the Parish. 

More Additions to Lava Street . . . 1964 

‘Although Warrnambool’s growth presented schooling problems, it was 
a good complaint’’, said Bishop O’Collins of Ballarat (13/5/64) as he 
blessed and opened the new twenty-six thousand pound classrooms at 
St. Joseph’s Lava Street. 

Monsignor O’Connell, Parish Priest at St. Joseph’s, reiterated the 
theme which had occurred at all previous openings, that the Church did 
not build ‘‘only to give secular education, but spiritual as well. We place 
more importance on the spiritual side,’’ he said. 
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Although pride in the new extensions was expressed, Monsignor in- 
dicated that accommondation problems were far from over. ‘‘We’re 
almost obliged to build again next year,’’ he concluded. 

A School in the West 

In 1961, due to overcrowding at St. Joseph’s Parish School, coupled 
with the population expansion in the westerly direction, Monsignor D. 
O’Connell decided to build a three room school on the site which had 
been purchased by Monsignor E. Galligan from the Bates family. 

St. Pius X Memorial Church School was blessed and opened by Bishop 
O’Collins on 17th December, 1961. 

In 1962, Sr. M. Ineen Rogers, who had been at St. Joseph’s together 
with Sr. Marie Jule Donnet and Sr. M. Scholastica O’ Keeffe took charge 
of the inital 114 pupils ior Grades 1-4 transferred from St. Joseph’s, and 
42 new Prep. children. 

The school obtained Primary Registration (No. 1619) on 24th 
September, 1969. 

In 1969, extensions wre built, comprising two classrooms, a staff room 
and a lunch room, and the cost of $27,000 was borne by St. Joseph’s 
Parish from its Wells Planned Giving Programme. 

Within just a few years, St. Pius X School grew into one of the largest 
primary schools in the Ballarat Diocese, peaking with an enrolment of 
366 pupils in 1978. 

A School in the East 

In the mid 1960’s land in East Warrnambool on which the Church, 
Presbytery and School now stand was purchased by Monsignor O’Con- 
nell. 

Under the leadership of Monsignor Fiscalini, the first section of Our 
Lady Help of Christians School was commenced in October 1970. This 
consisted of four classrooms, administration section, canteen and con- 
necting verandah to the toilet block. It was completed during February, 
1971. The school was opened in March, 1971, with Sr. Sheila Gleeson 
(Mary Bertrand) as Principal and an enrolment of 107 from Prep to 
Grade 2. 

In September 1972, the second wing was commenced and it was com- 
pleted for the beginning of the 1973 school year to accommodate the 
higher grades. 


In January 1973, Warrnambool East was established as a Parish in its 
own right, with Father P.J. Downes appointed as the first Parish Priest, 
and after almost three years, the present Church was built. 

A Centenary Celebration .. . 1972 

How the years have flown. Happy years, difficult years, but years to be 
proud of, and by 1972, 100 years had passed since the arrival of the 
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Sisters of Mercy in Warrnambool. 

Thus it was in a spirit of thankfulness and joy that the people of Warr- 
nambool showed their appreciation of the work done by the Sisters of 
Mercy with a weekend of festivities. 

A Centenary Ball, a Back-To-School, an Open-air Mass and a Mass for 
Religious were some of the highlights, and a tangible remembrance in 
the form of a school library was established to mark the occasion. 
More Changes... 

The building of an Adventure Playground was made possible by the 
granting of a block of land by the St. Vincent de Paul Society in 1973. 
A year later, Grades Five and Six were transferred to St. Joseph’s from 
St. Ann’s due to the phasing out of their Junior College. 

Boys were given the option for the first time in 1981 to complete their 
primary schooling in a co-educational situation at St. Joseph’s or to 
transfer to St. Joseph’s Boys’ School. 

After the Christian Brothers withdrew from primary education in 1982, 
Sister Monique Nyland administered both the Lava Street and the 
Canterbury Road Schools. 

Farewell to the Christian Brothers 

In 1982, with the phasing out of Primary Education at CBC begun, the 
Christian Brothers withdrew from the administration of St. Joseph’s 
Boys’ School. 

Brother Elmer was the last Christian Brother to teach at the school, and 
his departure, signifying the end of an era with the Christian Brothers in 
primary education, was greatly regretted. 

A New Site / A New School 

Land at the corner of Botanic Road and Queens Street, was purchased 
for the parish by Father Bohan after an advisory committee recommen- 
dation, dated October 1982, stated a school should be built on the site. 
Building of the new St. Joseph’s Primary School began in December, 
1984. 


The End of An Era 

When school recommenced in 1986, St. Joseph’s Primary School was 
conducted in a new school on a new site. It was the start of a new era 
and although the present day pupils may not be aware of it — a fine tradi- 
tion precedes them. Many buildings have been erected, blessed and 
opened by a succession of Bishops and Parish Priests. Many teachers 
and students have passed through the school and generations of parents 
and benefactors have contributed to the running of it. One hundred and 
thirty-three years have not diminshed the wish of the Parish Priests and 
parishioners of St. Joseph’s to provide excellent Catholic schooling for 
their children. 
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With the curious knack history has of repeating itself, it is once again an 
era of lay teachers, and the valued contribution of the Mercy Sisters and 
Christian Brothers will long be remembered with gratitude of 
parishioners of St. Joseph’s. 

The new St. Joseph’s Primary School was officially opened on-15th 
December, 1985, by the Bishop of Ballarat, the Most Reverend Ronald 
A. Mulkearns. Mr. Phillip Sherry was appointed Principal at the beginn- 
ing of the 1986 school year. 


DOWN MEMORY LANE ... 
When the war broke out in 1939, Reverend Father Hussey enlisted. A 
massive crowd gathered in the Warrnambool Town Hall to say goodbye. 


Dame Enid Lyons, wife of the Prime Minister Joe Lyons, and their 
daughter, Sheila, came to Warrnambool at the request of Father Hussey 
to receive debutantes at the St. Joseph’s Ball in the late 1930’s. Alan 
Carroll was a partner and Kath Kavanagh was one of the debs. Another 
was Nancy Burke, whose partner was Frank Hanley. 


The first Confirmation in the new church took place on May 20th 1900. 
One hundred and sixty-five people were confirmed by the Right 
Reverend James Moore, Bishop of Ballarat. 


The first Baptism to take place in the new church was Herbert Trepett, 
baptised by Father J. Walsh, on September 27th, 1889. 


Back Row: John Pickett, Neville Gibson, Peter Roache, Peter Smith, Leon Atkinson. 
3rd Row: John Toleman, Bill Toleman, Leo Ryan, Greg Flynn, 

2nd Row: Don Mitchell, Brian Crichton, Tony Ryan, Brian Kavanagh, Michael Wilkinson. 
1st Row: Tom McMahon, Gerald Williams, Robert Mason. 
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Assistant Priests who served in the Pansh 


1869 Fr. N. Bassetto First assistant 1900 Fr. S. Lynch 


priest to Dean 1905 Fr. Condon 

Slattery 1906 Fr. J.H. Davis Baptised 
1874 Fr. Meade Fr. Vin Sproules 1-1-1905 
1875 Fr. J. Hoyne 1906 Fr. T. McCarthy 

1876 Fr. Shanahan Succeeded 1907 Fr. Lennon 

Dean Slattery in 1907 Fr. White 

1882. Later parish priest 1908 Fr. J. Brophy 

of Hamilton. 1909 Fr. T. Brazil 
1882-1889 Fr. T. Moriarty In 1890 1914 Fr. C. Mulcahy 
assistant priest at Koroit. 1915 Fr. E. Galligan Parish 
1882 Fr. Herbert priest 

1889 Fr. J. Walshe 1947-1959 

1890 Fr. E Fitzmaurice Late 1916 Fr. D. McGowan 

Chris Humphreys 1918 Fr. W. Mayo 

Christian Brothers 1921 Fr. M. Conlan 

student 1902 1922 Fr. P. O’Shannessy 
referred to Fr. 1923 Fr. B. Duffy 
Fitzmaurice as 1924 Fr. J. Tieman Officiated 
‘‘the renowned at the wedding of John 

priest who found Melican and Kathleen Dunne 
‘League of the in 1928. 

Cross’’ in the 1927 Fr. D. O’Connell First 
Warrnambool district. Australian born parish priest 
1890 Fr. Ellicott of Warrnambool. 

1891 Fr. Chris Logan Renowned 1927 Fr. P. Rowan 
preacher. 1930 Fr. T. Daly 

His last baptism 1930 Fr. G. Payne Renowned 
appears in 1917. musician, first parish 

1894 Fr. Harrington priest of Dennington. 

1895 Fr. I Cleary Officiated at the 1933-41 Fr. T. Hussey Joined 
baptism of Beatrice Melican, military forces during 
grandmother of Fr. Second World War 

Gerard Shanahan. as army chaplain. 

1899 Fr. J. McCauley Noted preacher, 1935 Fr. P. Callaghan 
administered parish during 1938 Fr. R. Gellie Excellent 
illness of preacher, parish 

Monsignor O’ Dowd. historian. (1) 
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(1) Fr. Robert Gellie was a noted historian of the diocese. A 
disagreement 

arose between Fr. Gellie and diocesan archivist Fr. Coughlin 
concerning the 

date of Dean Slattery’s departure from Hartley. Father Gellie 
maintained the date was 1848, Father Coghlin was adamant it was 1849. 
Coghlin appealed to the parish priest 

of Lithgow (which takes in Hartley) as to the date. Receiving no 
reply, he 

sent a prepaid telegram with the abrupt query, ‘‘When did Slattery 
leave Hartley?’’ Immediately came the reply, ‘‘In 1849, should 
arrive any day now. 

1939 Fr. W. McMahon Organised Y.C.W. 

Joined 

navy as chaplain 

during the war 

(1) ; Chimney and Steeple, 
1941 Fr. T. Glynn Rich Irish brogue. ene errr 
Died in Ireland. ab 

1942 Fr. J. Conway Army chaplain. 
Afterwards 

Parish priest of 

Stawell. 

1945 Fr. J. C. McKenzie Now Dean McKenzie 
of the Northern 

Deanery of the 
Archdiocese of 

Brisbane, living 

at Beachmere. 

1946 Fr. J. Smith Living in 
retirement at 

Ballarat. 

1946 Fr. R. Sullivan 

1946 Fr. F. Crowe A Yambuk boy. 
Was in charge of 
Wangoom, Purnim, 
Bushfield, 
Woodford. 
Semi-retired in 
Warrnambool. Was 
Parish Priest, 
Portland 
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1951 Fr. D. Dunne Parish Priest of 

Donald. 

Celebrating 50 

years of 

priesthood 1989. 

1952 Fr. H. Collins Columban. Died 

in later years in 

retirement in 

Ireland. 

1954 Fr. McCormick Vianney House, 

Warrnambool. 

1955 Fr. M. Doyle Died in Ballarat, 

June 1989. 

1956 Fr. W. Dwyer 

1957 Fr. D. Boylan Living in 

retirement in 

Ireland. 

Celebrating 50 

years of 

priesthood, 1989. 

1958 Fr. J. Russell Local Warrnambool 

boy from the 

Royal Hotel. 

Parish Priest of 

Dennington. 

Celebrating 50 

years of 

Priesthood in 

1989. 

1959 Fr. P. Bohan Current Parish 

Priest 

1959 Fr. D. McCarthy Colac 

1959 Fr. J. O’Brien Parish Priest at 

Sea Lake. 

(1) Fr. William McMahon. Used to relate the story concerning 
local Aboriginal identity the late Terrick Rose. Driving out to 
Wangoom bringing Holy Communion to Mrs. Lee of St. Mary’s and to 
the writer’s grandmother, Mrs. Melican, he gave a ride to Terrick. 
During the conversation he good naturedly asked him if he had ever 
thought of becoming a Catholic, to which Terrick replied, ‘‘Fair 
go, Father, it’s bad enough being Aboriginal without being a 
Catholic too! 
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1960 Fr. F. O’Farrell Living in Ireland. 
1961 Fr. T. Browne Died at St. John’s 
Warrnambool. 

1961 Fr. P. Downes Parish Priest at 
Port Fairy. 

1962 Fr. N. Serzants Late vocation. 
Displaced person 

from Latvia. 

1963 Fr. P. Taffe Parish Priest at 
Apollo Bay. 

1964 Fr. J. Madden Parish Priest at 
Horsham. 

1964 Fr. W. O’Connell Parish Priest East 
Warrnambool. 

1965 Fr. H. Nolan Vicar General of 
the Diocese and 

Parish Priest at 

Sebastopol. 

1966 Fr. D. O’Hagan 

1968 Fr. P. O’Brien Parish Priest at 
Coragulac. 

1968 Fr. D. Arundell Parish Priest at 
Robinvale. 

1969 Fr. P. Claridge Parish Priest at 
Timboon. 

1969 Fr. B. Davey Diocesan Master of 
Ceremonies 

Parish Priest at 

Ararat. 

1970 Fr. G. Ridsdale On health leave. 
1970 Fr. B. Finnigan Administrator at 
St. Patrick’s 

Cathedral, 

Ballarat. 

1970 Fr. P. Bongiorno 

1971 Fr. van Leest 

1971 Fr. P. Hudson Parish Priest at 
St. Pius 

West Warrnambool. 

1972 Fr. T.M. Brophy Founder of Boys’ 
Home 

1972 Fr. R. Claffey 
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1974 Fr. K. O’Brien Restorer of the 
Organ. On overseas 

study leave. 

1977 Fr. T.P. Brophy Parish Priest at 
Terang. 

1978 Fr. W. Keating 

1980 Fr. L. O’ Toole Parish Priest at 
Edenhope. 

1980 Fr. P.D. Ryan Parish Priest at 
Penshurst. 

1984 Fr. E. McKinnon Aitape Mission, 
Papua New Guinea. 

1985 Fr. G. Baldock Parish Priest 
Beaufort. 

1985 Fr. P. Mugavin Working in 
Santiago, Chile. 

1986 Fr. B. Stickland Curate at St. 
Joseph’s, 

Warrnambool. 

1986 Fr. T. Kiniry Former Parish 
Priest, Port 

Fairy, in 

semi-retirement at 

St. Joseph’s. 

1987 Fr. W. O’Halloran Now Parish Priest 
of Nhill. 


The first Marriage to be recorded in the new church was that of George 
Kerr and Margaret Collins. They were married on August 26th 1890 by 
Reverend Father J. Walsh. 


Queen Competition The Queen Carnival Competition, in conjunction 
with the Flower Show, was a popular way to raise money for the new 
school. Cecile Close, nee Carey, was the Queen. The Queen was 
chosen by the amount of money raised. 


On November 22nd, 1942, Bishop James O’ Collins paid his first official 
visit to Warrnambool to receive the debutantes at St. Joseph’s Parish 
Ball. Forty-two debutantes were presented to Bishop O’Collins. Alex 
Wilkins was the photographer and could not fit all the debs and their 
partners in the one photograph. 
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BAPTISMS 


Year No. of Baptisms Year No. of Baptisms 
1859 33 1871 165 
1860 102 1872 195 
1861 153 1873 184 
1862 151 1874 190 
1863 144 1875 167 
1864 152 1876 177 
1865 188 1877 160 
1866 199 1878 165 
1867 158 1879 148 
1868 218 1880 136 
1869 208 1881 144 
1870 182 


Roper — Joseph Basil, born March 19th, 1888. Baptised 2nd April, 
1888. 

Parents: Alfred Francis Roper and Julia Edith O’ Sullivan. 

Address: Mailors Flat. 


The Future 


Fr. T. Kiniry and children after mass 
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